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Besides the famous phrase in the Lord’s prayer,
there is an interesting prophecy in the book of Ezekiel:
“Thus saith the Lord God; Remove the diadem, and
take off the crown: this shall not be the same: exalt
him that is low, and abase him that is high. I will
overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no
more, until he come whose right it is; and I will give it
him” (Ezekiel 21:26, 27).

We often hear about the political spectrum of
things on this planet. So many are frantically jostling
for position, power and financial gain —craving the
things of this world. Yet while living as our Example as
the Son of man on earth, Jesus Christ did not concern
Himself with such matters. In His response to Pontius
Pilate, the governor so eager to know whether he
ought to be concerned or even paranoid about Christ’s
influence, the Lord explained, “My kingdom is not of
this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then
would my servants fight” (John 18:36).

A kingdom not of this world. . . . How different is
that? Quite different! It is a kingdom not gained by
force or armaments, because “the meek shall inherit the
earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of
peace” (Psalm 37:11).

That is the ultimate plan of the Creator of the whole
world. He loves the meek. He is neither impressed nor
intimidated by bullies.

IN THE LAST DAYS

As world history escalates to its rapidly
approaching climax with the second coming of Jesus
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Christ in the clouds of Heaven, anticipation is keen.
Reviewing the history of the nations, we are reminded
of God’s plan expressed in the opening verse above as
found in Ezekiel. Yes, God has been overturning things
throughout history and will continue to do so until

the return of Christ to claim His rightful role as King
not merely of a nation, nor even an empire—but of the
entire planet and the vast universe.

AND ULTIMATELY ...

John the Revelator describes: “I saw heaven opened,
and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth
judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire,
and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name
written, that no man knew, but he himself. And he was
clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name
is called The Word of God. And the armies which were
in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed
in fine linen, white and clean. And out of his mouth
goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the
nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and
he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath
of Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture and on
his thigh a name written, King or KinGs, AND Lorp oF
Lorbps” (Revelation 19:11-16).

This is not speaking of any one of us mere
mortals. It will be through the power of God Himself.
Let us invite Jesus into our hearts and enjoy the
blessing of meekness on the right side of world
history. Amen.




by Barbara Montrose

The Majesty of the universe has
a plan for every one of us. He will
not accidentally send something to
someone else that is meant for you.
He makes no mistakes. Your DNA
with your personal genetic blue-
print is uniquely for you—and you,
alone. You are a unique creation.

Now picture the scene: A king
with a problem —but not just any
king. Nebuchadnezzar was the ruler
over “wheresoever the children of
men dwell” (Daniel 2:38). The walls
of his kingdom of Babylon were 350
high and 87 feet thick. The govern-
ment was an absolute monarchy

demanding supreme homage and to
which every knee was to bow.

“And in the second year of the
reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebu-
chadnezzar dreamed dreams, where-
with his spirit was troubled, and his
sleep brake from him. Then the king
commanded to call the magicians,
and the astrologers, and the sorcer-
ers, and the Chaldeans, for to shew
the king his dreams. So they came
and stood before the king. And the
king said unto them, I have dreamed
a dream, and my spirit was troubled
to know the dream. Then spake the
Chaldeans to the king in Syriack, O

king, live for ever: tell thy servants
the dream, and we will shew the in-
terpretation” (Daniel 2:1-4).

Why was the king so troubled
by a simple dream? Somehow, he
perceived that it must have been
a highly significant dream with a
specific message for him person-
ally, individually for him and his
DNA. But he forgot what the dream
was and therefore certainly could
not guess what it may have meant!
As a highly educated man, it was
he who had presided over the fi-
nal examination of the captives to
whom the highest level of Babylo-
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nian education had been provided
(Daniel 1:19, 20). The problem now
was that this dream was of heav-
enly origin—and Nebuchadnezzar
was a worldly-minded man. So, at
this point he felt compelled to seek
help from those he considered to be
the most highly qualified advisers
to tell and then interpret the dream
and to explain the message he was
evidently meant to receive.

A CREDIBILITY CRISIS

The magicians, astrologers, sor-
cerers, and Chaldeans were quickly
summoned for their presumed
level of expertise. These were pro-
fessional people with high qualifi-
cations within their sphere. Yet the
frustration the king faced at their
inability to tell him the dream soon
turned into fury.

“The king . . . said to the Chal-
deans, The thing is gone from me:
if ye will not make known unto me
the dream, with the interpretation
thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and
your houses shall be made a dung-
hill. . . . If ye will not make known
unto me the dream, there is but one
decree for you: for ye have prepared
lying and corrupt words to speak
before me, till the time be changed:
therefore tell me the dream, and
I shall know that ye can shew me
the interpretation thereof” (Daniel
2:5-9).

THE EXCUSES

“The Chaldeans answered before
the king, and said, There is not a
man upon the earth that can shew
the king’s matter: therefore there is
no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked
such things at any magician, or
astrologer, or Chaldean. And it is a
rare thing that the king requireth,
and there is none other that can
shew it before the king, except the
gods, whose dwelling is not with
flesh. For this cause the king was
angry and very furious, and com-
manded to destroy all the wise men
of Babylon. And the decree went
forth that the wise men should be
slain; and they sought Daniel and
his fellows to be slain” (Daniel
2:10-13).
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DANIEL

Who was Daniel? Although he
had graduated from the school of
Babylon and had been among the
top four students found to be ten
times better than the other class-
mates (Daniel 1:19, 20), as a Hebrew
captive he was likely younger and
less experienced than the other wise
men, so he had not been among
those summoned to fix the problem.
But when the decree was issued to
slay all the wise men, he was now to
be included as one to be slain.

A young man of courage, at the
peril of his life, Daniel respectfully
went to the king to request some
time to consider this matter. What a
contrast between his courteous and
gentle humility compared to the
haughty spirit of oppression charac-
teristic of the Babylonian realm! (See
Daniel 2:14-16.) Daniel had tested
the promises of the God of heaven
and knew Him to be One to rely
upon in such emergencies.

“Then Daniel went to his house,
and made the thing known to Ha-
naniah, Mishael, and Azariah, his
companions: That they would desire
mercies of the God of heaven con-
cerning this secret; that Daniel and
his fellows should not perish with
the rest of the wise men of Baby-
lon. Then was the secret revealed
unto Daniel in a night vision. Then
Daniel blessed the God of heaven.
Daniel answered and said, Blessed
be the name of God for ever and
ever: for wisdom and might are his:
And he changeth the times and the
seasons: he removeth kings, and
setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom
unto the wise, and knowledge to
them that know understanding: He
revealeth the deep and secret things:
he knoweth what is in the darkness,
and the light dwelleth with him. I
thank thee, and praise thee, O thou
God of my fathers, who hast given
me wisdom and might, and hast
made known unto me now what we
desired of thee: for thou hast now
made known unto us the king’s
matter” (Daniel 2:17-23).

Daniel did not neglect to praise,
thank, and publicly acknowledge
the One who had granted the solu-
tion that night.

“The king answered and said to
Daniel, whose name was Belteshaz-
zar, Art thou able to make known
unto me the dream which I have
seen, and the interpretation thereof?
Daniel answered in the presence of
the king, and said, The secret which
the king hath demanded cannot
the wise men, the astrologers, the
magicians, the soothsayers, shew
unto the king; but there is a God
in heaven that revealeth secrets,
and maketh known to the king
Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in
the latter days. Thy dream, and the
visions of thy head upon thy bed,
are these; as for thee, O king, thy
thoughts came into thy mind upon
thy bed, what should come to pass
hereafter: and he that revealeth
secrets maketh known to thee what
shall come to pass. But as for me,
this secret is not revealed to me for
any wisdom that I have more than
any living, but for their sakes that
shall make known the interpretation
to the king, and that thou mightest
know the thoughts of thy heart”
(Daniel 2:26-30). [Emphasis added.]
To God be all glory!

THE DREAM

The king’s dream of a statue
made of metals whose value de-
scends in decreasing order is re-
vealed in Daniel 2:31-35. (This will
be explained in further detail in the
next article following on page 10: “A
Dream of a Thousand Years—and
Beyond.”)

THE INTERPRETATION

The interpretation as provided
by God unveils with uncanny ac-
curacy the future of the major world
empires all the way to the close of
human history (Daniel 2:36-44).
What finally happens in the end?

THE CLIMAX

“And in the days of these kings
shall the God of heaven set up a
kingdom, which shall never be
destroyed: and the kingdom shall
not be left to other people, but it
shall break in pieces and consume
all these kingdoms, and it shall

o



stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou
sawest that the stone was cut out
of the mountain without hands,
and that it brake in pieces the iron,
the brass, the clay, the silver, and
the gold; the great God hath made
known to the king what shall come
to pass hereafter: and the dream

is certain, and the interpretation
thereof sure” (Daniel 2:44, 45). [Em-
phasis added.]

THE KING AGREES

In great amazement, Nebuchad-
nezzar could only acknowledge
that yes, what Daniel described was
in fact the dream —and the inter-
pretation he had provided made
perfect sense. (See Daniel 2:46-49.)
Divine revelation had not been
given by means of worldly glory,
honor, and benefits—but through
Daniel’s trust in the merciful God
who reveals secrets.

DANIEL 3

Unfortunately, in Daniel chapter
3, we see how quickly king Ne-
buchadnezzar soon forgot about

the awesome, Divine power of the
God of heaven. When Daniel first
revealed the dream and its inter-
pretation, the king rejoiced in the
worship of the true and living God.
But alas, the paganism still rooted
in the depths of his heart still pre-
vailed. He took the information

he had received from Daniel and
then came up with something more
flattering to his own ego. Instead

of being limited only to the head

of gold that was to be followed by
another kingdom, Nebuchadnezzar
decided to erect an entire statue of
gold with a view to try to change
the future course of history. After
all, the statue in the dream was
symbolic of empires to the close of
time —so, if the entire statue were
made completely of gold (which
had indicated the reign of Babylon),
then, in his mind, he and his nation
of Babylon could conceivably live
and reign forever! Interesting logic,
but defiant to that which Divine
wisdom from Heaven had plainly
revealed.

It's noteworthy to see how hu-
man nature manages to concoct all
sorts of flawed alternative methods
by which to supposedly live for-
ever —methods which are but vain
attempts to try to bypass the only
way, truth and life provided by the
Lifegiver Himself.

Nebuchadnezzar instituted
upon the people a forced worship
of the golden statue to try to glorify
himself. All were compelled to bow
down to this image under penalty
of death. But no matter how hard
a leader may try, true allegiance —
genuine worship —cannot be man-
dated. It must come from the heart.
This is a God-given inalienable right
of every member of the human race.
In contrast, it is the plan of Satan—
the enemy of our souls—that seeks
to enforce a counterfeit plan against
the worship of God.

MODERN BABYLON

Do the twisted and flawed phi-
losophies found in the pride of Bab-
ylon still exist today? Absolutely!
Just as the king in ancient Babylon
obsessed over distorted views of im-
mortality, so likewise does modern

Babylon. History has repeated itself
in every generation, and the con-
temporary world in our generation
is no exception.

What constitutes modern Baby-
lon today? Babylon basically means
confusion —especially religious
confusion. John the Revelator was
shown the following scene:

“And there came one of the
seven angels which had the seven
vials, and talked with me, saying
unto me, Come hither; I will shew
unto thee the judgment of the great
whore that sitteth upon many wa-
ters: With whom the kings of the
earth have committed fornication,
and the inhabitants of the earth
have been made drunk with the
wine of her fornication. So he car-
ried me away in the spirit into the
wilderness: and I saw a woman sit
upon a scarlet coloured beast, full
of names of blasphemy, having
seven heads and ten horns. And
the woman was arrayed in purple
and scarlet colour, and decked
with gold and precious stones and
pearls, having a golden cup in her
hand full of abominations and filth-
iness of her fornication: And upon
her forehead was a name written,
MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINA-
TIONS OF THE EARTH” (Revelation
17:1-5). [Emphasis added.]

The kings of the earth are carry-
ing on an illicit intimate relationship
with the spiritual darkness of Baby-
lon. The inhabitants of the earth are
confused by the fermented spiritual
drink she is serving to the multi-
tudes:

“Babylon has been fostering poi-
sonous doctrines, the wine of error.
This wine of error is made up of
false doctrines, such as the natural
immortality of the soul, the eternal
torment of the wicked, the denial of
the pre-existence of Christ prior to
His birth in Bethlehem, and advo-
cating and exalting the first day of
the week above God’s holy, sancti-
fied day. These and kindred errors
are presented to the world by the
various churches.”!

Philosophies that claim to be
Christian yet actually conflict with
Scripture can indeed cause a lot of
confusion, for sure.
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FALSE PROPHETS

False prophets have existed since
ancient times. How can you recog-
nize them? Please notice the clear
instruction from God:

1. Rebellious charmers

“If there arise among you a
prophet, or a dreamer of dreams,
and giveth thee a sign or a wonder,
And the sign or the wonder come
to pass, whereof he spake unto
thee, saying, Let us go after other
gods, which thou hast not known,
and let us serve them; thou shalt
not hearken unto the words of that
prophet, or that dreamer of dreams:
for the Lorp your God proveth you,
to know whether ye love the Lorp
your God with all your heart and
with all your soul” (Deuteronomy
13:1-3).

So, if the prophet tries to lure us
away from following God to go in
a different direction, we must not
put our trust in that prophet, even if
some things he/she says happen to
come to pass.

2. Missing 100%

“And it shall come to pass, that
whosoever will not hearken unto
my words which he shall speak in
my name, [ will require it of him.
But the prophet, which shall pre-
sume to speak a word in my name,
which I have not commanded him
to speak, or that shall speak in
the name of other gods, even that
prophet shall die. And if thou say
in thine heart, How shall we know
the word which the Lorp hath not
spoken? When a prophet speaketh
in the name of the Lorp, if the
thing follow not, nor come to pass,
that is the thing which the Lorp
hath not spoken, but the prophet
hath spoken it presumptuously:
thou shalt not be afraid of him”
(Deuteronomy 18:19-22). [Empha-
sis added.]

So, if the prophet doesn’t obey
God or prophesies some things
shown to be inaccurate, we must not
put our trust in that prophet, either.

Indeed, a big problem today is
that of false prophets. They simply
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FAKE “IMMORTALITY”

prosper because people are blindly
accepting whatever tickles their ears
and sounds sensational. Yet John
the Revelator explains that this will
cause a world crisis:

“And I saw three unclean spirits
like frogs come out of the mouth of
the dragon, and out of the mouth of
the beast, and out of the mouth of
the false prophet. For they are the
spirits of devils, working miracles,
which go forth unto the kings of
the earth and of the whole world,
to gather them to the battle of that
great day of God Almighty” (Rev-
elation 16:13, 14). [Emphasis added.]
Look at how frightfully far-reaching
this is!

Like Nebuchadnezzar in ancient
Babylon, the perpetuators of mod-
ern Babylon are also obsessed with
vainly trying to force false, alterna-
tive paths to supposed immortality.
What are just a few of these fake
paths that lead to nowhere but per-
dition?

SPIRITUALISM

Spiritualism (and its many
forms, including “the occult,” “spir-
itism,” “kabbalah”/”kabala,” “chan-
neling,” “theosophy,” “ouija,” or
other various kinds of mysticism) is
the belief that the dead can commu-
nicate with the living. It embraces
a philosophy of doctrines based on
the serpent’s big lie first told in the
garden of Eden: “Ye shall not surely
die. . .. ye shall be as gods, know-
ing good and evil” (Genesis 3:4, 5).
Yet God clearly explains, “the living
know that they shall die: but the
dead know not any thing, neither
have they any more a reward; for
the memory of them is forgotten.
Also their love, and their hatred,
and their envy, is now perished; nei-
ther have they any more a portion
for ever in any thing that is done
under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6).
“The dead praise not the Lorp, nei-
ther any that go down into silence”
(Psalm 115:17).

“Spiritualism asserts that men
are unfallen demigods; that ‘each
mind will judge itself;” that “true

s

“The living know that
they shall die: butthe
dead know not any
thing, neither have they
any more a reward; for
the memory of them is
forgotten. Also their

love, and their hatred,
and their envy, is now
perished; neitner have
[hey any more a portion
foreverin any thing that
S done under the sun”
(ECclesiastes 9:5,6).

knowledge places men above all
law;” that “all sins committed are in-
nocent;” for ‘whatever is, is right,’
and ‘God doth not condemn.” The
basest of human beings it represents
as in heaven, and highly exalted
there. Thus it declares to all men, ‘It
matters not what you do; live as you
please, heaven is your home.” Multi-
tudes are thus led to believe that de-
sire is the highest law, that license is
liberty, and that man is accountable
only to himself.

“With such teaching given at the
very outset of life, when impulse is
strongest, and the demand for self-
restraint and purity is most urgent,
where are the safeguards of virtue?
what is to prevent the world from
becoming a second Sodom?

“At the same time anarchy is
seeking to sweep away all law, not
only divine, but human.”?

“There is but one power that
can break the hold of evil from
the hearts of men, and that is the



The new claim from

the scientism cultis
that state-of-the-
arttechnology can
supposedly make “you™

live forever, rather

than offering salvation
through Christ, the
actual way, truth, and life
[Jonn14:6).

power of God in Jesus Christ. Only
through the blood of the Crucified
One is there cleansing from sin. His
grace alone can enable us to resist
and subdue the tendencies of our
fallen nature. This power the spiri-
tualistic theories concerning God
make of no effect. If God is an es-
sence pervading all nature, then He
dwells in all men; and in order to
attain holiness, man has only to de-
velop the power that is within him.

“These theories, followed to
their logical conclusion, sweep
away the whole Christian economy.
They do away with the necessity
for the atonement and make man
his own savior. These theories
regarding God make His word of
no effect, and those who accept
them are in great danger of being
led finally to look upon the whole
Bible as a fiction. They may regard
virtue as better than vice; but God
being removed from His position of
sovereignty, they place their depen-
dence upon human power, which,
without God, is worthless. The
unaided human will has no real
power to resist and overcome evil.
The defenses of the soul are broken
down. Man has no barrier against
sin. When once the restraints of
God’s word and His Spirit are re-
jected, we know not to what depths
one may sink.

“Those who continue to hold
these spiritualistic theories will

surely spoil their Christian experi-
ence, sever their connection with
God, and lose eternal life.”®

ANOTHER TRAP: TRANSHU-
MANISM

A world-renowned brain sur-
geon explains, “Transhumanism
in simple terms means ‘beyond
human.” It is the transformation of
the human condition through tech-
nology that promises to enhance
human intellect and physiology.
Transhumanists would use emerg-
ing and exponential technologies
like AI [artificial intelligence], nano-
technology, biotechnology, stem
cells, and gene therapy to overcome
fundamental human limitations.
Often called ‘Humanity+ or simply
‘H+, it is also telling that some pre-
fer the term ‘posthuman.” ”*

This is supposedly the next step
in human evolution, with one claim
being made that hybrid avatars will
supposedly perpetuate a continuum
of people’s lives.

Is such a feat on the verge of
technological feasibility? Let’s read
about “chimeras”:

“A chimera is an individual com-
posed of cells with different embry-
onic origins. The successful isolation
of five human embryonic stem cell
(hESC) lines in 1998 increased scien-
tists” ability to creat human/nonhu-
man chimeras.”?

“Dr. Ian Pearson claims people
born after 1970 should be able to
live forever. Genetic engineering
could be used to reduce or reverse
the ageing of cells. Al could lead to
android bodies for humans to live in
after their body’s fail.”®

Another headline reads: “Un-
blocking virtual immortality: How
Al clones can let ‘you’ live forever.””

“Gene editing, the ability to
make highly specific changes in the
DNA sequence of a living organism,
essentially customizing its genetic
makeup. . . . Key among gene-edit-
ing technologies is a molecular tool
known as CRISPR-Cas9, a powerful
technology discovered in 2012. . ..
CRISPR-Cas9 functioned with preci-
sion, allowing researchers to remove
and insert DNA in the desired loca-
tions.”®

Another physician explains,
“Historically, the striving for im-
mortality has been a faith-based
venture, based in the idea that the
soul is immortal while the body
perishes, which is a concept I am
in complete alignment with. Trans-
humanists more or less reverse this
idea. They discard the notion of soul
altogether and aim for the preserva-
tion of the perceived personality,
first through radical life extension of
the physical body, and later through
the transfer of brain data into a re-
placement form.

“According to Dmitry Itskov, the
Russian founder of the Immortality
2045 project, only 2% of people are
ready to accept death—a statistic
that he uses to justify the search
for immortality through things
like artificial organs, artificial body
constructs, the simulation of mental
processes and, ultimately, the trans-
ferring of one’s mind into an artifi-
cial carrier.

“The goals of this project in-
clude not only the creation of the
cybernetic technologies needed to
achieve an immortal body, but also
the creation of “a new philosophical
paradigm for humanity.” [Klaus]
Schwab has talked about the same
thing, using the term “social con-
tract’ rather than ‘philosophical
paradigm.” . ..

“I just don’t foresee being able
to elevate spiritually when any
number of outside parties can access
your brain and dictate what you
think, feel and believe.”®

Yes, just as in the case of proud
Nebuchadnezzar’s plan, this is all
a strange delusion. It’s the same
old morally degrading lie by which
humanity was first tricked: “Ye shall
not surely die.” So, the new claim
from the scientism cult is that state-
of-the-art technology can suppos-
edly make “you” live forever, rather
than offering salvation through
Christ, the actual way, truth, and life
(John 14:6). But would that soulless
entity even be “you” anyway? No,
your genetic fingerprint would be
corrupted. It would not be “you” —
the original “you” made in the im-
age of God with your unique DNA.
Would such a plan be of heavenly
origin? Of course not! It’s just one of
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the latest inventions of the enemy of
our soul to try to bypass Christ our
only Saviour.

WHAT MUST WE REALIZE?

“The world is a theater; the ac-
tors, its inhabitants, are preparing
to act their part in the last great
drama. With the great masses of
mankind, there is no unity, except
as men confederate to accomplish
their selfish purposes. God is look-
ing on. His purposes in regard to
His rebellious subjects will be ful-
filled. The world has not been given
into the hands of men, though God
is permitting the elements of confu-
sion and disorder to bear sway for
a season. A power from beneath
is working to bring about the last
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great scenes in the drama—Satan
coming as Christ, and working
with all deceivableness of unrigh-
teousness in those who are bind-
ing themselves together in secret
societies. Those who are yielding
to the passion for confederation are
working out the plans of the en-
emy. The cause will be followed by
the effect.”

THE SECRET OF ETERNAL
LIFE

The reality is clear, so we are
reminded that “the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord”;
“neither is there salvation in any
other: for there is none other name
under heaven given among men,

whereby we must be saved” (Ro-
mans 6:23; Acts 4:12).

Thus resounds the message and
appeal to each of us in our unique
life with our unique DNA:

“Know ye not that the unrigh-
teous shall not inherit the kingdom
of God? Be not deceived: neither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul-
terers, nor effeminate, nor abusers
of themselves with mankind, nor
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk-
ards, nor revilers, nor extortioners,
shall inherit the kingdom of God.
And such were some of you: but ye
are washed, but ye are sanctified,
but ye are justified in the name of
the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of
our God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).

“Evil men and seducers shall
wax worse and worse, deceiving,
and being deceived. But continue
thou in the things which thou hast
learned and hast been assured of,
knowing of whom thou hast learned
them” (2 Timothy 3:13, 14).

“We ourselves also were some-
times foolish, disobedient, deceived,
serving divers lusts and pleasures,
living in malice and envy, hateful,
and hating one another. But after
that the kindness and love of God
our Saviour toward man appeared,
Not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but accord-
ing to his mercy he saved us, by
the washing of regeneration, and
renewing of the Holy Ghost; which
he shed on us abundantly through
Jesus Christ our Saviour; That
being justified by his grace, we
should be made heirs according
to the hope of eternal life” (Titus
3:3-7). [Emphasis added.] €7’
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by Enrique Nataren

When we see around the world
the various places and names men-
tioned that tell us of significant
times and events in history, we can
find out how the world has been
shaped and influenced in its de-
velopment. Reading the Bible and
searching through its content we
also find events and prophecies that
have declared how the divine pow-
er of God intervenes in all stages of
human history. There is one episode
in the Bible—in the book of Daniel
chapter 2—in which we are shown
the past, the present and the future
of the empires that have ruled the
earth in connection with God’s peo-
ple as a nation and as a church.

NEBUCHADNEZZAR, KING
OF BABYLON

King Nebuchadnezzar is the
greatest king in the history of the an-
cient city of Babylon. For centuries,
Babylon had been a minor regional
power and had exerted its limited
influence in Mesopotamia. As a
young man and heir to his father’s
throne, Nebuchadnezzar had led the
Babylonian army in lightning-fast
campaigns in which the Assyrian
empire was humiliated; its once
powerful armies that brought so
many other neighboring kingdoms
under submission were no match
for the Babylonian forces. The Egyp-
tian empire: the most ancient of
empires that had for so long been
the only challenge to Assyrian rule

in the Middle East was crushed and
humbled by this young and fearless
prince. It is easy to see that once he
was crowned king, Nebuchadnezzar
should have felt invincible, being
assured that his dynasty would rule
forever. The great Nebuchadnez-
zar had no challenger and even his
contemporaries could look back in
the history of Babylon and find no
other equal to him. Why should

he not be sure of his kingdom last-
ing forever? Even the Assyrians

and Egyptians had proven unable

to bring all neighboring kingdoms
under one rule in such speed and ef-
ficiency. The kingdom of Judah that
had for so long resisted its bigger,
more powerful neighbors as if aided
by a divine force, finally fell to his
control and the Hebrews began their
70 years of prophesied captivity on
Babylonian soil for their disobedi-
ence to Jehovah. Nebuchadnezzar’'s
destiny could not be denied. All fell
before him, and his subjects were
happy under his rule of stability and
peace. And yet no one was more
uncertain about the future than the
king himself; he went to bed think-
ing of his rule and wishing that un-
like all the other powerful empires
that had come before him. Babylon
would last forever and his dynasty
would never collapse. Little did the
pagan ruler know that the true King
of the universe had put his kingdom
as the starting point to one of the
most beautiful prophecies to ever be
given to humanity.
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THE DREAM

The Scriptures tell us that the
king went to sleep, but he was deep-
ly troubled about the future, and
Daniel chapter 2 records his dream
vividly. God gave Nebuchadnezzar
a supernatural dream—a vision of
the near and far future of the world
and who would be ruling it.

The king awoke more troubled
than when he had laid to rest. He
could not remember the dream. Ne-
buchadnezzar knew that the dream
had a divine origin; it had come from
the gods, and he would do anything
to not only remember it but know
what it meant.

In Daniel 2:31-35 we read: “Thou,
O king, sawest, and behold a great
image. This great image, whose
brightness was excellent, stood before
thee; and the form thereof was ter-
rible. This image’s head was of fine
gold, his breast and his arms of silver,
his belly and his thighs of brass, His
legs of iron, his feet part of iron and
part of clay. Thou sawest till that a
stone was cut out without hands,
which smote the image upon his feet
that were of iron and clay, and brake
them to pieces. Then was the iron,
the clay, the brass, the silver, and the
gold, broken to pieces together, and
became like the chaff of the summer
threshing floors; and the wind carried
them away, that no place was found
for them: and the stone that smote the
image became a great mountain, and
filled the whole earth.”

As mentioned in the previous ar-
ticle, since the king had forgotten the
dream, and his servants could not
reveal it to him, they were sentenced
to death for their incompetence. But
God had His faithful prophet among
His captive people and gave through
Daniel the revelation and interpreta-
tion of the dream to the King. Now
the king had to accept the revelation
and the interpretation the prophet of
God had given him as divine.

This dream gives us a picture of
history from the time Nebuchadnez-
zar had the dream until the end of
the world. One of the most impor-
tant lessons we can take from this
story shows that God is the One
who reveals secrets and makes them
known to anyone whom He chooses.
In this story the person chosen was a
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pagan king of Babylon. As we study
this chapter we can figure out where
we are in the scheme of time, while
the fulfillment of the prophecy as-
sures us that God is in control. The
prophet was ready to tell the dream
to the king and to make an impres-
sion in his mind. Daniel reminded
the king about the great image—a
statue—that he saw in the dream but
he also mentioned a stone. These are
the main objects of the dream. The
stone represented the kingdom of
God and the statue or image repre-
sented the kingdoms of man.

THE STATUE

When we see the stone, we may
think of the altars that the Israelites
built in the wilderness where only
God was worshiped or even the
Ten Commandments written on
two tables of stone representing the
government of God. In the revela-
tion and interpretation of the dream,
the Jews did not see anything but
that rock representing the kingdom
of God Almighty, while the great
image represents idolatry, human
arrogance, human ambitions, and
temporary strength. Now the king
remembered the dream, and he
was sure that this man was a true
prophet. Nebuchadnezzar remem-
bered his dream and was now ready
to understand its meaning.

In the explanation of the dream, it
was revealed to the king that his Bab-
ylon was the head of gold —much to
his satisfaction, no doubt. The next
kingdom was represented by silver,
the third represented by brass and
the fourth represented by iron. This
last kingdom would be divided into
ten kingdoms that are composed of
a mixture of clay and iron. We can
observe that the quality and value
of the metal is indeed decreasing as
the image is described and this is
explained. As the elements decreased
in value, on the other hand, they
were increasing in hardness. This
is significant. Every kingdom was
decreasing in majesty and getting
farther and farther away from God.
Also, the people of God were impact-
ed negatively as they interacted and
ended up making unwise conces-
sions with these idolatrous nations.

MEDO-PERSIA, GREECE,
AND ROME

By the time the Medes and the
Persians conquered Babylon, many
of the Jews were comfortably estab-
lished and had no desire to return
to Judea. Many had built homes in
their new lands assigned to them.
But even through their perceived
comfort they waited for the promise
from God to end their captivity and
rebuild Jerusalem.

As time passed, the Greeks also
exerted much influence on the Jew-
ish people in the system of govern-
ment. Many were half Jewish and
half Greek that were not faithful to
the requirements of God. Notice the
change from the time of Nebuchad-
nezzar to the time of Alexander the
Great—already there was a deterio-
ration in moral, religious and social
principles. And as we get to the
times of the Roman occupation and
control, the rulers of Judah were not
loyal to the principles of God and
their government was more secular
in its enforcement. It remained mere-
ly coated in a thin layer of ritual and
practice. Therefore, the decreasing of
the metals in value aptly represents
the deterioration of the kingdoms in
reference to principles and virtues
that are approved by God.

“That alliance with Rome proved
in the end to be the Jews” undoing.
This is the case when the people of
God line up with the world. Had the
Jewish leaders heeded the counsel of
Isaiah and Jeremiah, history would
have been written differently.”!

The following paragraphs sum-

1



marize the impact that the worldly
government had in the development
of humanity:

“Babylon was an example of
Satan’s power to establish a religion
which counterfeited the heavenly
worship. The result was the bas-
est form of idolatry, a fornication
which makes her the personification,
among Bible writers, of all vileness.
Medo-Persia was a type of Oriental
despotism. “The law of the Medes
and Persians changeth not;” this was
a proverb among the nations. But
it was with the kings of this nation
that Gabriel and Michael wrought;
it was the heads of this despotism
who were kept in check by the pow-
er of the King of kings.

“Greece was altogether different
from the preceding two, and instead
of gaining recognition because of
the form of religion or government,
she gained control of the world by
the power of her intellect. With
her education and philosophy she
gained a foothold which no other
nation ever held. When Babylon was
overthrown and Medo-Persia was
no more, Greece lived on in the
minds of men.

“But the fourth kingdom was
‘diverse from all the others.” As rep-
resented to John, Rome, the beast of
Rev. 13:2, combined the character-
istics of the leopard, the bear, and
the lion. There was united the false
system of the religion of ancient
Babylon, the governmental tyranny
of Medo-Persia, and the mixture
of good and evil in the intellec-
tual culture of Greece. When the
religion and educational system, or
intellectual statutes, and the govern-
mental history of a nation is given,
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there remains little else worth relat-
ing. So in the one nation, Rome, is
embodied the strength of all previ-
ous nations.”?

It was during the iron-handed
rule of Rome that Jesus was born
and iron nails pierced His hands
and feet. Rome was this iron empire
and just as the Persians lasted lon-
ger than the Babylonians and the
Greeks lasted longer than the Per-
sians, the Romans lasted longer than
the Greeks. The Roman empire was
exceedingly powerful as iron was
stronger than the other metals, but it
had less value.

“During the reign of Tiberius
our Lord was crucified. Pilate owed
his governorship of Judea only to
the favor of Tiberius, the uncle of
his wife. So, when someone in the
crowd called out, ‘If thou let this
man go, thou art not Caesar’s friend’
(John 19:12), he gave in to the de-
mands of the Jewish leaders. This
settled the verdict. Pilate, the vacil-
lating princeling who knew that Je-
sus was innocent, gave the order for
Him to be scourged and crucified.”?

“Rome was the universal king-
dom during the life of Christ. To
Babylon God sent His people, the
Jews, to scatter the truths of His
kingdom and lead men to repen-
tance. The Medes and the Persians
received the gospel from this same
people, and representatives from
Greece came to Jerusalem, into
the very temple, in touch with the
priests, in order that there might be
no excuse for their refusing Christ.
But to the Roman kingdom, heaven
itself was poured out in the person
of the Saviour, and it was Rome
that nailed him to the cross. It was

a Roman seal on His tomb, and a
Roman guard at His grave.”*

AFTER ROME

What happened after the fall of
the Roman Empire? In Daniel 2:41,
42 we read as follows: “And whereas
thou sawest the feet and toes, part
of potters’ clay, and part of iron, the
kingdom shall be divided; but there
shall be in it of the strength of the
iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the
iron mixed with miry clay. And as
the toes of the feet were part of iron,
and part of clay, so the kingdom shall
be partly strong, and partly broken.”

The Roman empire expanded
and tried to cover more territory
that gradually was more challenging
to keep under control. As a result,
immorality, corruption and deprav-
ity began to set in, the kingdom be-
gan to collapse, and self-destruction
came as a consequence. The empire
was divided into ten kingdoms and
the combination of clay and iron
shows that there was weakness
in these realms, they would try to
unite but they would not.

In The Decline and Fall of the Ro-
man Empire by Edward Gibbon, it
is explained that some of the com-
ponents that contributed to the fall
of the Roman empire —and when
we read and compare these with to-
day’s society there is a lot of similar-
ity regarding the way everything is
decaying around us:

1. The undermining of the dignity
and sanctity of the home, which
is the basis of human society.

2. Higher and higher taxes and the
spending of public money on free
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bread and circuses for the popu-
lace.

3. The mad craze for pleasure; sports
are becoming more and more ex-
citing and brutal every year.

4. The building of gigantic arma-
ments when the real enemy was
within, the decadence of the
people.

5. The decay of religion—faith fad-
ing into mere formality, losing
touch with life, and becoming
impotent to warn and guide the
people.”

Why did Rome fall? “It is written
that Babylon, the mother of harlots,
fell because of imputing her power
unto the gods of the heathen. Pagan
Rome fell because she presumed to
hold authority over the person of
Christ and His followers.”®

When we trace the history of
Rome, we find that its original ter-
ritory (western Europe) was con-
quered in A.p. 476 by exactly ten
kings. Rome started to gradually
disintegrate and what was once a
united, mighty, and vast empire,
broke into ten kingdoms (as foretold
in Daniel 7:19, 20, 23, 24). The fol-
lowing are the ancient names of the
kingdoms with the modern territory:

1. Anglo-Saxons = England

2. Franks = France

3. Lombards = Italy

4. Alemannis = Germany

5. Suevis = Portugal

6. Burgundians = Switzerland/
France

7. Visigoths = Spain

8. Ostrogoths were destroyed

9. Herulis were destroyed
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10. Vandals were destroyed

The Roman empire was broken,
and it has remained broken in nu-
merous fragments ever since.

THE FINAL KINGDOM

This takes us to the end of the
image. There have been attempts to
unite the empire again through hu-
man unions, and intermarriages, but
as divine inspiration had said, they
would not succeed.

It was revealed by the prophet
that in the dream there is a setting of
the final and eternal kingdom, the
stone that was cut not by hands and
that came down to destroy the im-
age in such a way that all the metals
turned to dust. That stone represents
the second coming of Jesus and the
establishment of the eternal kingdom
that He has promised to His faithful
followers throughout the ages. This
is the kingdom that the patriarchs,
prophets, and disciples envisioned in
their hopes and faith.

“Exalted to the pinnacle of world-
ly honor and acknowledged even by
Inspiration as ‘a king of kings’ (Eze-
kiel 26:7). Nebuchadnezzar neverthe-
less at times had ascribed to the favor
of Jehovah the glory of his kingdom
and the splendor of his reign. Such
had been the case after his dream of
the great image. His mind had been
profoundly influenced by this vision
and by the thought that the Baby-
lonian Empire, universal though it
was, was finally to fall, and other
kingdoms were to bear sway, until
at last all earthly powers were to be
superseded by a kingdom set up by
the God of heaven, which kingdom
was never to be destroyed.””

As the image represents a false
system of worship and govern-
ment, the kingdom of God comes to
destroy once and for all the system
that has been destroying souls and
taking them to perdition. This part
of the prophecy has not been ful-
filled because it is referring to the
second coming of Jesus.

When Nebuchadnezzar heard
the revelation and interpretation
of the dream, he bowed and wor-
shiped the true and only God. The
king was convinced that all the
words spoken by the prophet Daniel
were true, since this prophet had
been able to do what his servants
were not capable of doing. Daniel
2:47.

God has given us a map of
events—that is why the book of
Daniel is so popular. Here we can
look back in history and see that
Daniel wrote these things way
before they took place. To compre-
hend these events is a wonderful
experience. But having the experi-
ence of Nebuchadnezzar, accepting
the One who gave the dream and its
interpretation is the most fulfilling
experience that we can have when
we study these amazing events of
history! @7
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by Peter D. Lausevic

The God that we serve is One
that knows the end from the
beginning. We also develop some
of this same characteristic to a very
limited degree through experience
when we know that something will
happen as a result of certain events
that we have faced in the past.

This is called consequences to our

actions. It is like a chemical reaction.

Combine certain ingredients and
you will know exactly the result.
But to God the future is the same
as if looking at the past. This is one
of the key evidences for identifying
Him as having the right to our wor-
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ship. “Declaring the end from the
beginning, and from ancient times
the things that are not yet done”
(Isaiah 46:10). Furthermore, there are
things we need to know about the
future in order to be prepared for the
events that are to take place. For that
reason God gives to His prophets
messages that are essential for us to
know so we can get ready. “Surely
the Lord God will do nothing, but he
revealeth his secret unto his servants
the prophets” (Amos 3:7).

These messages to godly
prophets are often given in symbols
so that a person must really have

a desire to know in order to
understand what is being said.
These symbols can be in the form of
a prophecy or at times be delivered
through parables. God utilizes
symbols that would be familiar to
a person as much as possible. Since
the majority of the people in Israel
were living in an agrarian society,
many symbols in the Bible are
related to agriculture, whether of
plants or livestock.

In the Babylonian society ev-
erything centered around their
pagan religion. Their views and
understanding of deity and the
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divine will was through the vari-
ous forms of idolatry which they
worshipped through their elaborate
temples, thus missing the character
of the true God. When they associ-
ated something with an idol, they
would immediately think that they
were dealing with deity. This is why
an image was used in the second
chapter of Daniel to arrest the king’s
attention and then explain to him
the future empires that would hold
world dominance.

Although the seventh chapter
of Daniel still held interest to the
Babylonian people and hence was
written in their language, we find
that beasts are used to describe
these kingdoms rather than the non-
expressive elements of gold, silver,
brass, iron and finally a mixture of
iron and clay. In an explanation of
what this chapter means, Daniel was
clearly told what these ferocious
animals represented. “. . . The fourth
beast shall be the fourth kingdom
upon earth. . .” Daniel 7:23. Beasts
show character traits that cannot be
revealed by inanimate objects.
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TURMOIL BETWEEN NA-
TIONS

“A tornado is a violently rotat-
ing column of air that extends from
a thunderstorm to the ground. It’s
often portended by a dark, green-
ish sky. Black storm clouds gather.
Baseball-size hail may fall. A funnel
suddenly appears, as though de-
scending from a cloud. The funnel
hits the ground and roars forward
with a sound like that of a freight
train approaching. . . . The tornado
tears up everything in its path. . ..

“Tornadoes form when warm,
humid air collides with cold, dry
air. The denser cold air is pushed
over the warm air, usually produc-
ing thunderstorms. The warm air
rises through the colder air, causing
an updraft. The updraft will begin
to rotate if winds vary sharply in
speed or direction.

“As the rotating updraft, called
a mesocycle, draws in more warm
air from the moving thunderstorm,
its rotation speed increases. Cool air
fed by the jet stream, a strong band

of wind in the atmosphere, provides
even more energy.

“Water droplets from the meso-
cyclone’s moist air form a funnel
cloud. The funnel continues to grow
and eventually it descends from the
cloud. When it touches the ground,
it becomes a tornado.”!

This is the exact picture I get
whenever I begin reading this vi-
sion: “Daniel spake and said, I saw
in my vision by night, and, behold,
the four winds of the heaven strove
upon the great sea” (Daniel 7:2).
Another prophet describes the de-
struction that happens when these
winds collide: “Behold, he shall
come up as clouds, and his chariots
shall be as a whirlwind: his horses
are swifter than eagles. Woe unto
us! for we are spoiled” (Jeremiah
4:13). When we read this in the con-
text of nations, we can clearly see
terrible war and bloodshed. This
horrible picture of war is clearly be-
tween the nations because a sea is a
symbol of “peoples, and multitudes,
and nations, and tongues” (Revela-
tion 17:15). And the result of all this
turmoil are “four great beasts” that
“came up from the sea, diverse one
from another” (Daniel 7:3). As we
have seen already, these beasts are
a symbol first of their king and then
these nations.

15



THE LION AND THE BEAR

The very first beast national
power to come up is the king of the
animal world. “The first was like a
lion, and had eagle’s wings: I beheld
till the wings thereof were plucked,
and it was lifted up from the earth,
and made stand upon the feet as a
man, and a man’s heart was given to
it” (Daniel 7:4). In order to properly
describe its character, wings were
added to it so that its swiftness to de-
stroy in conquest can be seen. “For,
lo, I raised up the Chaldeans [Baby-
lonians], that bitter and hasty na-
tion, which shall march through the
breadth of the land, to possess the
dwelling places that are not theirs.
They are terrible and dreadful: their
judgment and their dignity shall
proceed of themselves. Their horses
also are swifter than the leopards,
and are more fierce than the evening
wolves: and their horsemen shall
spread themselves, and their horse-
men shall come from far; they shall
fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat. . . .
And they shall scoff at the kings,
and the princes shall be a scorn unto
them: they shall deride every strong
hold; for they shall heap dust, and
take it” (Habakkuk 1:6-10).

Daniel was familiar with the
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writings of Jeremiah (Daniel 9:2)
where a lion was used to represent
the kingdom of Babylon. “Israel is a
scattered sheep; the lions have driv-
en him away; first the king of Assyr-
ia hath devoured him; and last this
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon
hath broken his bones” (Jeremiah
50:17). By the time Daniel is writing
this vision, the Assyrian kingdom
was subdued by Babylon and thus
formed a part of it. Therefore, a lion
here could only represent the king-
dom of Babylon.

Once we have established that
Babylon is this first beast, then all we
need to do is look at which beast na-
tion conquered Babylon and became
a world power. “And behold another
beast, a second, like to a bear, and
it raised up itself on one side, and
it had three ribs in the mouth of it
between the teeth of it: and they said
thus unto it, Arise, devour much
flesh” (Daniel 7:5). In this case, it
would be a bear. Babylon was given
to the Medes (combined with the
Persians and thus called the Medo-
Persian kingdom). We see this clearly
when we read the 5" chapter that de-
scribes the last night of Babylon and
how it was given to the Medes and
Persians. This kingdom is represent-
ed by this vicious bear. In nature, a
bear would not normally go around
with three ribs in its mouth; but
prophecy shows its true character to
be more vicious even than a normal
grizzly bear.

THE LEOPARD

The prophet then describes the
next beast nation: “After this I be-
held, and lo another, like a leopard,
which had upon the back of it four
wings of a fowl; the beast had also
four heads; and dominion was given
to it” (Daniel 7:6). Which kingdom
was to succeed Medo-Persia?

In a parallel prophecy found in
Daniel 8, we see two beasts: “Then
I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and,
behold, there stood before the river
a ram which had two horns: and
the two horns were high; but one
was higher than the other, and the
higher came up last. I saw the ram
pushing westward, and northward,
and southward; so that no beasts

might stand before him, neither
was there any that could deliver
out of his hand; but he did accord-
ing to his will, and became great.
And as I was considering, behold,
an he goat came from the west on
the face of the whole earth, and
touched not the ground: and the
goat had a notable horn between
his eyes.” Although different beasts
are used showing additional char-
acteristics, “The ram which thou
sawest having two horns are the
kings of Media and Persian. And
the rough goat is the king of Grecia:
and the great horn that is between
his eyes is the first king” (Daniel
8:3-5, 20, 21).

Therefore, the kingdom of
Greece was to follow Medo-Persia.
As Babylon’s lion had two wings
representing speed of conquest, so
this leopard has four wings indicat-
ing even greater rapidity. So fast
was it to conquer that in Daniel 8 it
“touched not the ground.” This is
very true when we consider the his-
tory of the conquests of Alexander
the Great [the horn between the eyes
of the he goat].

But that horn [Alexander the
Great] was to be broken. “Now that
being broken, whereas four stood
up for it, four kingdoms shall stand
up out of the nation.” Daniel 8:22.
These four horns in Daniel 8 must
be the same as the four heads on the
leopard. When Alexander died from
an overdose of alcohol, four of his
generals eventually took control of
the entire Grecian empire exactly as
prophecy depicted.

THE DREADFUL BEAST

The next beast mentioned in this
prophecy is something that cannot
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be found in nature. “After this I saw
in the night visions, and behold a
fourth beast, dreadful and terrible,
and strong exceedingly; and it had
great iron teeth: it devoured and
brake in pieces, and stamped the
residue with the feet of it: and it
was diverse from all the beasts that
were before it; and it had ten horns”
(Daniel 7:7).

The first three beasts were clearly
named in prophecy, thus they set a
precedent as to what we are to ex-

pect-how each followed the other.
In our study of history, the next em-
pire that controlled the world after
Greece was the mighty Roman em-
pire. “The fourth beast shall be the
fourth kingdom upon earth, which
shall be diverse from all kingdoms,
and shall devour the whole earth,
and shall tread it down, and break
it in pieces.” Verse 23. How it con-
trolled kingdoms, how it persecuted
its dissenters is clearly revealed in
the above verses.

“And the ten horns out of this
kingdom are ten kings that shall
arise.” Verse 24. In the beginning of
this kingdom, it did not have any
horns; but later, ten were to arise
out of it which were a symbol of ten
kings or kingdoms who are still a
part of the dragon. When we trace
the history of Rome, we find that its
original territory (western Europe)
was conquered in A.p. 476 by exactly
ten kings [the Anglo-Saxons (Eng-
land), Franks (France), Alemanni
(Germany), Suevi (Portugal), Vi-
sigoths (Spain), Burgundians (now
part of Switzerland and France),
Lombards (now part of northern Ita-
ly), Ostrogoths, Heruli, and Vandals
(three tribes that were uprooted).
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THE DRAGON

This last beast has its descrip-
tion in folklore and the customs
of nations. The Bible also uses the
same term and calls it a dragon.

The origin of this dragon actually
began in heaven when there was a
war for supremacy. “And there was
war in heaven: Michael and his an-
gels fought against the dragon; and
the dragon fought and his angels,
and prevailed not; neither was their
place found any more in heaven.”
This dragon is none other than the
devil himself. “And the great dragon
was cast out, that old serpent, called
the Devil, and Satan, which de-
ceiveth the whole world: he was cast
out into the earth, and his angels
were cast out with him” (Revelation
12:7-9).

Although this is the same dragon
as in Daniel with some slight differ-
ences in order to emphasize differ-
ent characteristics just like between
Daniel 7 and 8, this dragon was
present to destroy the Christ child
when He was born in a manger.
“And there appeared another won-
der in heaven; and behold a great
red dragon, having seven heads
and ten horns, and seven crowns
upon his heads. And his tail drew
the third part of the stars of heaven,
and did cast them to the earth: and
the dragon stood before the woman
which was ready to be delivered, for
to devour her child as soon as it was
born. And she brought forth a man
child, who was to rule all nations
with a rod of iron: and her child
was caught up unto God, and to his
throne” (Revelation 12:3-5).

It is for this reason that we know
that the devil actually uses na-
tions who have the dragon spirit
in them. When Jesus was born in
Bethlehem, it was the Roman power
that was used to destroy Him at
His birth. “Thus while the dragon,
primarily, represents Satan, it is,
in a secondary sense, a symbol of
pagan Rome.”? In reality, each of
these kingdoms manifesting dif-
ferent characteristics had the spirit
of a dragon. When you look at the
actions of Egypt in persecuting the
people of God and holding them
in slavery, those actions were truly
dragon-like. “Speak, and say, Thus

saith the Lord God; Behold, I am
against thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt,
the great dragon that lieth in the
midst of his rivers, which hath said,
My river is mine own, and I have
made it for myself” (Ezekiel 29:3).

Some nations may have a more
noble beginning and are described
as lamb-like. However, whenever
a nation has a taste for power and
control, they are not so eager to give
it up. This beast nation identified in
the Revelation that at first has the
horns like a lamb soon speaks like a
dragon and then exercises the same
power of a dragon. “And I beheld
another beast coming up out of the
earth; and he had two horns like
a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.
And he exerciseth all the power of
the first beast before him, and caus-
eth the earth and them which dwell
therein to worship the first beast,
whose deadly wound was healed.”
Their eagerness for control is in ever
facet of life. “And he had power to
give life unto the image of the beast,
that the image of the beast should
both speak, and cause that as many
as would not worship the image of
the beast should be killed. And he
causeth all, both small and great,
rich and poor, free and bond, to re-
ceive a mark in their right hand, or
in their foreheads: And that no man
might buy or sell, save he that had
the mark, or the name of the beast,
or the number of his name” (Revela-
tion 13:11, 12, 15-17).

We are speaking here about af-
fecting the economy, personal free-
doms and even life itself all for the
sake of control. Controlling people
to obey its dictates regardless of
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what one may think or believe.
When you read the spirit of the
dragon in Daniel 7 you can see that
we are talking about utter decima-
tion of a person or nation that dares
to challenge this dragon. “Thus he
said, The fourth beast shall be the
fourth kingdom upon earth, which
shall be diverse from all kingdom:s,
and shall devour the whole earth,
and shall tread it down, and break
it in pieces. And the ten horns out of
this kingdom are ten kings that shall
arise: and another shall rise after
them; and he shall be diverse from
the first, and he shall subdue three
kings. And he shall speak great
words against the most High, and
shall wear out the saints of the most
High, and think to change times
and laws: and they shall be given
into his hand until a time and times
and the dividing of time” (Daniel
7:23-25).

Those who cherish the freedom
to think and act according to their
own conscience are inspired by
these words of the first apostles:
“Then Peter and the other apostles
answered and said, We ought to
obey God rather than men” (Acts
5:29).

THE LAMB

The dilemma that we find in all
of this is that there is also a lamb as
it had been slain. Although Jesus is
called the Lion of the tribe of Judah
(Revelation 5:5) when describing
certain characteristics especially in
relationship to the closing scenes
of this earth’s history and in the
defense of His chosen people, He is
primarily called the Lamb of God.
“Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world”
(John 1:29). This term is used for
Jesus once in the Old Testament and
30 times in the New, of which 28 are
in the book of Revelation alone.

It is true that a lamb is also a
beast of sorts, but what a different
animal this is! Instead of seeking
to devour and destroy in order to
control, the lamb on the other hand
reacts completely different when at-
tacked. “He was oppressed, and he
was afflicted, yet he opened not his
mouth: he is brought as a lamb to
the slaughter, and as a sheep before
her shearers is dumb, so he openeth
not his mouth” (Isaiah 53:7). And
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we as Christians are to follow in the
footsteps of Jesus our Redeemer.
“For even hereunto were ye called:
because Christ also suffered for

us, leaving us an example, that ye
should follow his steps” (1 Peter
2:21). What does this mean person-
ally to us? “Not rendering evil for
evil, or railing for railing: but con-
trariwise blessing; knowing that ye
are thereunto called, that ye should
inherit a blessing” (1 Peter 3:9). This
is a completely different attitude
than is common in this world.

What a different way to look at
life through the eyes of Jesus the
Lamb rather than the characteristic
beast of the nations of this world.
“Dearly beloved, avenge not your-
selves, but rather give place unto
wrath: for it is written, Vengeance
is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.
Therefore if thine enemy hunger,
feed him; if he thirst, give him
drink: for in so doing thou shalt
heap coals of fire on his head. Be
not overcome of evil, but overcome
evil with good” (Romans 12:19-21).
Leaving the Lord to fight our battles
is the only way to be like Jesus.

The way in which God works is
completely different to the ways of
the world. “For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways, and
my thoughts than your thoughts”
(Isaiah 55:9).

And yes, the lamb is still some
kind of a beast although, as we have
mentioned, a beast with a complete-
ly different character. As beasts do
represent kingdoms, the Lamb also
has a kingdom—an eternal kingdom
that has no end. “And the kingdom
and dominion, and the greatness of
the kingdom under the whole heav-
en, shall be given to the people of
the saints of the most High, whose
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and all dominions shall serve and
obey him” (Daniel 7:27). Can you
imagine an eternal kingdom that
has the characteristics of a Lamb?

A CHANGE OF NATURE

Our God wants to engage the
conscience and obtain our approval
rather than coming like a tornado
and destroying anything in its path.
For that reason He is inviting us
to a dialogue. “Come now, and let
us reason together, saith the Lord:

though your sins be as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though
they be red like crimson, they shall
be as wool” (Isaiah 1:18). He uses
the act of invitation instead of coer-
cion. “And the Spirit and the bride
say, Come. And let him that heareth
say, Come. And let him that is
athirst come. And whosoever will,
let him take the water of life freely”
(Revelation 22:17).

Why is it possible for these beast
nations to control the world? Be-
cause we all have a beast nature in
ourselves and this beast nature must
change if we desire to be a part of
that Lamb Kingdom. How is it pos-
sible for a beast nature like you and
me to obtain this radical change of
nature to be like the Lamb of God?
The Old Testament describes this
process as a change of heart. This is
not some remodel job but rather a
complete heart transplant. “A new
heart also will I give you, and a new
spirit will I put within you: and I
will take away the stony heart out
of your flesh, and I will give you
an heart of flesh.” And what is the
natural consequence of this change
of heart? “And I will put my spirit
within you, and cause you to walk
in my statutes, and ye shall keep my
judgments, and do them” (Ezekiel
36:26, 27). “There is no safety for
one who has merely a legal religion,
a form of godliness. The Christian’s
life is not a modification or improve-
ment of the old, but a transforma-
tion of nature. There is a death to
self and sin, and a new life alto-
gether. This change can be brought
about only by the effectual working
of the Holy Spirit.”?

Jesus in the New Testament de-
scribes this same transformation to
Nicodemus. “Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God” (John 3:3). “The new birth
consists in having new motives, new
tastes, new tendencies.”* In other
words, the transformation of a beast
to alamb. Are you that lamb? @2’
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“Whereunto shall we liken the
kingdom of God?” said Christ, “or
with what comparison shall we
compare it?” Christ found the king-
doms of the world corrupt. After
Satan was expelled from heaven,
he erected his standard of rebellion
on this earth, and sought by every
means to win men to his standard.
In order the more successfully to
gain the allegiance of the world, he
put on the garb of religion. By famil-
iar intercourse, through his agents,
with the inhabitants of the world,
he worked to extend his power, that
the contagion of evil might be wide
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spread. His purpose was to estab-
lish a kingdom which would be
governed by his own laws, and car-
ried on with his own resources, in-
dependent of God; and so well did
he succeed, that when Christ came
to the world to establish a kingdom,
he looked upon the governments

of men, and said, “Whereunto shall
we liken the kingdom of God?”
Nothing in civil society afforded
him a comparison. The world had
cast aside that class of people most
needing care and attention; even the
most earnest religionists among the
Jews, filled with pride and preju-

dice, neglected the poor and needy,
and some among them frowned
upon their existence.

In striking contrast to the wrong
and oppression so universally prac-
tised were the mission and work of
Christ. Earthly kingdoms are estab-
lished and upheld by physical force,
but this was not to be the founda-
tion of the Messiah’s kingdom. In
the establishment of His govern-
ment no carnal weapons were to
be used, no coercion practised; no
attempt would be made to force
the consciences of men. These are
the principles used by the prince of
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darkness for the government of his
kingdom. His agents are actively at
work, seeking in their human inde-
pendence to enact laws which are in
direct contrast to Christ’s mercy and
loving-kindness.

Prophecy has plainly stated the
nature of Christ’s kingdom. He
planned a government which would
use no force; His subjects would
know no oppression. The symbols
of earthly governments are wild
beasts, but in the kingdom of Christ,
men are called upon to behold, not
a ferocious beast, but the Lamb of
God. Not as a fierce tyrant did He
come, but as the Son of man; not
to conquer the nations by His iron
power, but “to preach good tidings
unto the meek;” “to bind up the
broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty
to the captives, and the opening of
the prison to them that are bound;”
“to comfort all that mourn.” He
came as the divine Restorer, bring-
ing to oppressed and downtrodden
humanity the rich and abundant
grace of Heaven, that by the power
of His righteousness, man, fallen
and degraded though he was, might
be a partaker of divinity.

In the eyes of the world, Christ
was peculiar in some things. Ever
a friend of those who most needed
His protection, He comforted
the needy, and befriended those
shunned by the proud and exclusive
Jews. The forsaken ones felt His pro-
tection, and the convicted, repentant
soul was clothed with His salvation.
And He required of His subjects
that they give aid and protection to
the oppressed. No soul that bears
the image of God is to be placed at
the footstool of human power. The
greatest possible kindness and free-
dom are to be granted to the pur-
chase of the blood of Christ. Over
and over again in His teaching,
Christ presented the value of true
humility, showing how necessary
it is that we exercise helpfulness,
compassion, and love toward one
another.

Professed Christians of today
have the example of Christ before
them, but do they follow it? Often,
by the hardness of their hearts, they
make it manifest that they do not
belong to the kingdom of Christ.
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Too many educate themselves to
censure and condemn, repulsing
with harsh, stinging words, those
who may seek their help. But cold-
hearted worldliness excludes the
love of Jesus from the heart. We can
cooperate with Christ in the up-
building of His kingdom only by be-
ing sanctified by His Spirit. We must
use no force, take up no weapons

to compel obedience; for to do this
would be to exhibit the same spirit
revealed by the enemies of Christ.

Christ can do nothing for the
recovery of man until, convinced
of his own weakness and stripped
of all self-sufficiency and pride, he
puts himself under the control of
God. Then and then only can he be
a true subject of God. No confidence
can be placed in human greatness,
human intellect, or human plans.
We must place ourselves under
the guidance of an infinite mind,
acknowledging that without Jesus
we can do nothing. “Humble your-
selves in the sight of the Lord, and
he shall lift you up.” “Do ye think
that the Scripture saith in vain, The
spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to
envy? But he giveth more grace.
Wherefore he saith, God resisteth
the proud, but giveth grace unto the
humble.”

Christ taught that His church is a
spiritual kingdom. He Himself, “the
Prince of peace,” is the head of His
church. In His person humanity, in-
habited by divinity, was represented
to the world. The great end of His
mission was to be a sin-offering for
the world, that by the shedding of
blood an atonement might be made
for the whole race of men. With a
heart ever touched with the feelings
of our infirmities, an ear ever open
to the cry of suffering humanity, a
hand ever ready to save the discour-
aged and despairing, Jesus, our Sav-
iour, “went about doing good.” His
words inspired hope; His precepts
awakened men to faith, and caused
them to put their trust in Him.

Before man can belong to the
kingdom of Christ, his character
must be purified from sin and
sanctified by the grace of Christ.

He must become a member of
Christ’s body, receiving nourish-
ment from Him as the branches of

the vine derive their strength from
the parent stalk. And all who are
members of the kingdom of Christ
will represent Him in character and
disposition. Who are thus work-
ing out their lives in the service of
Christ? All such will sit with Him
on His throne. But all who exalt
themselves, all who oppress their
fellow men in any wise, do this to
Jesus Christ; for every soul has been
purchased at an infinite price, and
through faith in Christ is capable

of receiving immortality, to live
through the eternal ages.

How long God will bear with
the heartless indifference shown in
the treatment of men toward their
fellow men, we cannot determine.
But “whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap.” If men sow
deeds of love and compassion,
words of comfort, hope, and encour-
agement, they will reap that which
they have sown.

Christ longs to manifest His
grace, and stamp His character and
image upon the whole world. He
was offered the kingdoms of this
world by the one who revolted in
heaven, to buy His homage to the
principles of evil; but He come to es-
tablish a kingdom of righteousness,
and He would not be bought; He
would not abandon His purpose.
This earth is His purchased inheri-
tance, and He would have men free
and pure and holy. The world’s
Redeemer hungered and thirsted
for sympathy and cooperation; and
His earthly pilgrimage of toil and
self sacrifice was cheered by the
prospect that His longings would be
satisfied, that His work would not
be for naught. And though Satan
works through human instrumen-
talities to hinder the purpose of
Christ, there are triumphs yet to be
accomplished through the blood
shed for the world, that will bring
glory to God and to the Lamb. His
kingdom will extend, and embrace
the whole world.”!

But today in the religious world
there are multitudes who, as they
believe, are working for the estab-
lishment of the kingdom of Christ as
an earthly and temporal dominion.
They desire to make our Lord the
ruler of the kingdoms of this world,
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the ruler in its courts and camps,
its legislative halls, its palaces and
market places. They expect Him

to rule through legal enactments,
enforced by human authority. Since
Christ is not now here in person,
they themselves will undertake to
act in His stead, to execute the laws
of His kingdom. The establishment
of such a kingdom is what the Jews
desired in the days of Christ. They
would have received Jesus, had He
been willing to establish a tempo-
ral dominion, to enforce what they
regarded as the laws of God, and

to make them the expositors of His
will and the agents of His authority.
But He said, “My kingdom is not of
this world.” John 18:36. He would
not accept the earthly throne.?

LIKENED TO LEAVEN

The kingdom of heaven can
be felt, but not seen. The inward
working of the Spirit of God is
compared to leaven. Said Christ,
“The kingdom of heaven is like
unto leaven, which a woman took
and hid in three measures of meal,
till the whole was leavened” (Mat-
thew 13:33). And again, “Except ye
be converted, and become as little
children, ye shall not enter into the

kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:3).

The leaven of truth, hidden in
the heart, will not produce the spirit
of rivalry, the love of ambition, the
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desire to be first. Thousands upon
thousands of those to whom God
has entrusted talents to be improved
and increased that they may bring
all their consecrated ability into the
kingdom of God, become slaves to
gold and silver and earthly posses-
sions. They abuse their entrusted
capabilities, and scheme and plan to
obtain those things which have no
value with God. They buy and sell
and get gain, but they neglect to se-
cure those precious things which are
placed within their reach—the bread
of life, the ornament of a meek and
quiet spirit, which is in the sight of
God of great price.

“Whatever ye ask the Father in
My name believing,” Christ says,
“ye shall receive.” Money is of value
only as it is used as the Lord’s en-
trusted means [only] if, as the Lord’s
stewards we hold it in trust as a
precious gift of heaven with which
we can bless humanity. But if it is
used to indulge and glorify self, it
is a curse and an encumbrance and
a constant temptation. It becomes a
stumbling block over which thou-
sands of souls fall into temptation
and all manner of iniquity.

The sixth chapter of First Timo-
thy speaks of a class of people who

dishonor God. In the place of seek-
ing for purity of heart, for love and
unity, thus revealing that the leaven
of truth has been hidden in their
souls, they give evidence that they
know not what it means to have the
leaven of truth in the heart, mold-
ing the affections and sanctifying
the soul. They are proud, “knowing
nothing, but doting about ques-
tions and strifes of words, whereof
cometh envy, strife, railings, evil
surmisings. Perverse disputings of
men of corrupt minds, and destitute
of the truth, supposing that gain

is godliness” (verses 4, 5). “From
such” the apostle warns Timothy,
“withdraw thyself.” “But godli-
ness with contentment is great gain.
For we brought nothing into this
world, and it is certain we can carry
nothing out. And having food and
raiment let us be therewith con-
tent. But they that will be rich fall
into temptation and a snare, and
into many foolish and hurtful lusts,
which drown men in destruction
and perdition. For the love of mon-
ey is the root of all evil: which while
some coveted after, they have erred
from the faith, and pierced them-
selves through with many sorrows”
(Verses 6-10).
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A true, practical Christian will
show himself a believer in sancti-
fication, and his works will testify
of him that he is born of God. The
apostle continues, “Follow after
righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
patience, meekness. Fight the good
fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life,
whereunto thou art also called, and
hast professed a good profession be-
fore many witnesses” (verses 11, 12).

The lesson given is for every hu-
man being. Christ by this parable
illustrates the human heart. The
leaven of truth, working inwardly,
will be revealed in the life. The heart
must be cleansed from all impurity.
Man must be fitted with traits of
character that will enable him to do
service for God in any line. The pro-
cess is invisible by which the leaven
changes the mass of meal into which
it has been introduced, but it works
until the meal is converted into
bread. So must the Spirit of God
work a radical change. New facul-
ties are not supplied, but a thorough
change is made in the employment
of those faculties. The natural incli-
nations are softened and subdued.
New thoughts, new feelings, new
motives, are implanted. But while
every faculty is regenerated, man
does not lose his identity.

The apostle Paul says: “And you
hath he quickened, who were dead
in trespasses and sins; wherein in
time past ye walked according to
the course of this world, according
to the prince of the power of the air,
the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience: among
whom also we all had our conversa-
tion in times past in the lusts of our
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the
flesh and of the mind; and were by
nature the children of wrath, even
as others. But God, who is rich in
mercy, for his great love wherewith
he loved us, even when we were
dead in sins, hath quickened us
together with Christ, (by grace ye
are saved;) and hath raised us up to-
gether, and made us sit together in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus: that
in the ages to come he might shew
the exceeding riches of his grace in
[his] kindness toward us through
Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye
saved through faith; and that not
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of yourselves: it is the gift of God”
(Ephesians 2:1-8).

Here is brought to view the
change that must take place in the
heart. And “faith cometh by hear-
ing, and hearing by the word of
God.” The Scriptures are the great
agency in this transformation. Christ
prayed, “Sanctify them through
Thy truth: Thy word is truth” (John
17:17). In this great work we are la-
borers together with God. With the
divine agency there is to be the co-
operation of the human instrument.
To each of His followers Christ
says, “All power is given unto Me
in heaven and in earth. Go ye there-
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world” (Mat-
thew 28:18-20).

AN UNSOLVED MYSTERY

The meal in which the leaven has
been hid represents the heart that
believes and receives Jesus. Christ
works out the principles which He
alone can work in. The world looks
upon this class as a mystery which
they cannot solve. The selfish, mon-
ey loving man lives to eat and drink
and enjoy his worldly goods. But
he does not keep eternity in view.
He loses the eternal world from his
reckoning. But those who receive
and believe the truth have that faith
which works by love and purifies
the soul from everything sensual.

The world cannot know them,
for they are keeping in view eternal
realities. A motive power is working
within to transform the character.

A constraining influence received
from heaven is working like the
leaven hid in the meal. The love of
Jesus has come into the heart with
its redeeming power to conquer the
entire being, soul, body, and spirit.
When counter influences work to
conflict the grace of Christ which
bringeth salvation, the love of Christ
masters every other motive, and
raises the human agent above the
corrupting influences of the world.

Because he clings to Jesus in faith

and prayer, because he looks unto
Him who died that he might have
all the power that Christ has to be-
stow, the believing soul enters into
fellowship with Christ. His life is
hid with Christ in God. This class is
widely separated from the motives
which move and control the world,
and therefore the world knows
them not.

With the follower of Christ the
love of money is not all absorbing.
For Christ’s sake he will labor for it,
deny self for it, cut off every super-
fluous want, bind about every need-
less expenditure, that the means
which come into his possession may
be used in the great work of saving
souls who are without Christ and
without hope in the world. Thus
he cooperates with the world’s Re-
deemer, who for our sakes became
poor that we through His poverty
might be made rich.

He, our great Deliverer, left the
royal courts of heaven. The Com-
mander of all the angelic hosts laid
aside His royal robes, His crown of
honor. He clothed His divinity with
humanity, that humanity might
touch humanity, and that divinity
might lay hold of the divine power
of God in behalf of the fallen race.

The love of ease and pleasure and
self-exaltation did not characterize
His life. He was a man of sorrows,
and acquainted with grief. He was
wounded for our transgressions,
and bruised for our iniquities. The
chastisement of our peace was upon
Him, and with His stripes we are
healed. And all who make an unre-
served surrender to God will from
the heart say, “I will follow Thee, my
Saviour.” They will have fellowship
with Christ in His sufferings.

Has the truth we profess to be-
lieve sanctified the soul? If it has,
the result will be manifest. As the
penetrating power of the leaven
produces an entire change in the
meal, so the power of the Word of
God through His grace will work a
transformation in the soul. The truth
which is contained in the Scriptures
must not be received merely as a
theory. It is to work a change upon
human hearts. . . .

There are grand principles set
before us in the Word of God, but
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Has the truth we profess to believe sanctified the soul? If it has, the result will be manifest. . . .

The truth which is contained in the Scriptures must not be received merely as a theory.
|Ti$ towork a change upon human heart. . . .

these are not to be considered too
pure and holy to be brought into the
business life. Through the reception
of Christ as our personal Saviour,
the precious gems which that Word
contains become to us threads of
gold that bind us to Christ and to
each other. In loving one another
as Christ has loved humanity, we
receive sanctification of the soul
and obtain that faith which works
by love and purifies the soul. When
the leaven of truth is implanted in
the heart, it absorbs to itself all the
capabilities of mind and soul and
strength. It implants in the human
being a new nature, and the grace of
Christ is more and more developed.
The twelfth and thirteenth chap-
ters of 1 Corinthians should be
committed to memory, written in
the mind and heart. Through His
servant Paul, the Lord has placed
before us these subjects for our con-
sideration, and those who have the
privilege of being brought together
in church capacity will be united,
understandingly and intelligently.
The figure of the members which
compose the body represents the
church of God and the relation its
members should sustain to one an-
other. ...

A KINGDOM OF LITTLE
THINGS

When the leaven of truth is hid-
den in the heart it becomes a vital
working power to bring into con-
formity to itself all the capabilities
of the being. The mind, the affec-
tions, the motives—all the pow-
ers—become converted through
the truth. And all are worked by
the same Spirit. For God is not the
author of confusion, but of peace.
The truths of the Word of God meet
in one grand practical necessity —
the conversion of the soul through
faith.
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When the believer is united with
Christ, that faith is manifested in
holiness of character, in consistent
obedience to every word that pro-
ceedeth out of the mouth of God.
The truths which we receive from
the Word of God are truths which
reach to heaven and compass eter-
nity, and yet the vital influence of
those truths may be woven into the
human life. The influence of the
Word of God is to have a sanctify-
ing effect on our speech, our ac-
tions, our association with every
member of the family, and with
strangers. The leaven of truth must
bring under control the temper and
the voice. In the home and in the
church there are matters which are
termed “little things,” but all these
little things have great results. It is
the “little things” that discipline the
soul and prepare men to act with
lowly-mindedness in large responsi-
bilities. . . .

The truth must exercise an influ-
ence over the practical life. The large
and the small things are always
linked together. The fact that the
little things are not seen and linked
with the great and higher interests
is the cause of the failure of many
church members. There are great
defects in the professedly Christian
life. Their words are not leavened
by the truth. There are many whose
characters are now being weighed
in the balances of the sanctuary,
and they are pronounced “wanting”
because they do not bring the truth
into practice.

The leaven of truth is a living
principle, and it is to be exercised in
the little things and exert an influ-
ence over the daily life. But many
act as if the truths of God’s Word
did not exist. The same love of self,
the same selfish indulgence, the
same temper and hasty speech is
seen in their lives as in the world-
ling. The same sensitive pride, the

same yielding to natural inclination,
the same perversities of character
are seen as if the truth were to-

tally unknown by them. They have
closed the windows and drawn the
blinds of the soul, and shut out the
sunshine of the righteousness of
Christ, and then complain that they
have no sweet joy, no assurance and
happiness in believing the truth. But
the sin lies at their own door. They
have not hidden the leaven of truth
in the heart.

When the waters of life flow in
pure, sweet currents to the parched
soil of the heart, there will be a
development of fruit to the glory
of God. Then the truth will not
be brought into disrepute by the
perverse disposition, the defective
hereditary and cultivated tendencies
now revealed in word and action.

Oh, that all of our people would
understand the harm they do by
little acts of inconsistency. There
are some who have a burden for
the souls of their friends. They try
to bring the truth before them, to
soften their hearts, but there are
inconsistencies in their own words
and spirit, and their influence pulls
down that which they really desire
to build up. It may be that bitterness
is revealed in the voice, that severity
is manifested in the judgment. Re-
member that the manner is the un-
spoken language of the feelings, and
all this works away from Christ and
daily witnesses against you, harden-
ing the hearts you wish to save.

Should not the consideration of
these matters arouse every Christian
to the solemn resolution to be more
faithful? Should not the words of
the apostle have weight with us:
“Wherefore gird up the loins of
your mind, be sober, and hope to
the end for the grace that is brought
unto you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ”? This Scripture is given to us
to heed and to practice. The apostle
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continues, “As obedient children,
not fashioning yourselves according
to the former lusts in your igno-
rance: but as He which hath called
you is holy, so be ye holy in all man-
ner of conversation; because it is
written, Be ye holy; for I am holy”

(1 Peter 1:13-16).

As men and women who pro-
fess godliness, are we obeying the
Word of God? Is the leaven of truth
hidden in the heart, working in the
character, and conforming the entire
being to the will and ways of God?
Our churches need the converting
power of God. The leaven of evil
which works in disobedience and
denial of the truth must be eradi-
cated, and the leaven of the word
of God [must be] implanted in the
heart. This will work with its vital
properties, restoring the lost image
of God in man.

And the transformation hav-
ing taken place through the leaven
of truth, a work is entrusted to us.
Christ commissions us, “All power
is given unto Me in heaven and in
earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever [ have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the
world.”?

ARISE AND SHINE

My brethren and sisters, arise;
shine! The time has come when we
should make every possible effort
in giving this last message to the
world. I call upon all who possibly
can to connect with the work, and
to do it now. Do not be indifferent
to the messages God sends for the
spiritual uplifting of His people,
nor negligent of the responsibility
that has been placed upon you in a
knowledge of present truth. God’s
first and great commandment is,
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy strength, and
with all thy mind.” The second is
like unto it: “Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself.”

The Lord is sending us repeated
instruction pointing us to the impor-
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tance of becoming earnest, diligent
workers. We have an important
work to do, a work that will not
wait, a work that can be accom-
plished only in the power of, and
through, the Spirit, and under the
direction and guidance of Christ.
Let every believer at this time show

himself a worker together with God.

Let all differences be put away, all
light meaningless talk. Let us speak
and act righteously. The Lord will
work through every soul who will
yield heart and life to His control.
To all who will be led by the Spirit,
God will impart His righteousness.
He commits to His true followers
the power of persuasion, the power
of His grace and truth, a deep and
constant love for His work in home
and foreign fields. He gives them
hearts that are in earnest in gath-
ering with Christ. With helpers
possessing such gifts as these, the
missionary work can not be without
fruit.

The kingdom of grace is now
being established, as day by day
hearts that have been full of sin and
rebellion yield to the sovereignty of
His love. But the full establishment
of the kingdom of His glory will not
take place till the second coming of
Christ to this world. “The kingdom
and dominion, and the greatness of
the kingdom under the whole heav-
en” is to “be given to the people of
the saints of the Most High.” They
shall inherit the kingdom prepared

for them from the foundation of the
world. And Christ will take to Him-
self His great power, and reign.

The heavenly gates are again to
be lifted up, and with ten thousand
times ten thousand, and thousands
of thousands of holy ones, our Sav-
iour will come forth as “King of
kings, and Lord of lords.” Jehovah
Immanuel “shall be king over all
the earth: in that day shall there be
one Lord, and his name one.” “The
tabernacle of God is with men, and
he shall dwell with them . .. and be
their God.”

But before that coming, Jesus
said, “This gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world
for a witness unto all nations.” His
kingdom will not come until the
good tidings of His grace shall have
been carried to all the earth. Hence,
as we give ourselves to God, and
win other souls to Him, we hasten
the coming of His kingdom. Only
those who devote themselves to His
service, saying, “Here am I; send
me” to open blind eyes, to turn men
“from darkness to light, and from
the power of Satan unto God,”—
they alone pray in sincerity, “Thy
kingdom come.”* @7
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by Walter V. Lukic

ROME - THE CITY AND
STATE LIKE NO OTHER

There has never been a city in the
world like the city of Rome. No po-
litical entity has ever been studied,
admired, and emulated more than
The Roman Republic. As one of the
most fascinating civilizations in his-
tory, ancient Rome has never ceased
to attract the interest of historians—
professional and amateur alike.

Throughout the ages, Roman
civilization has profoundly shaped
the development of Western po-
litical institutions and powerfully
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influenced the world’s social and
moral values. Our language still be-
trays the timelessness of Rome, with
phrases such as: “All roads lead to
Rome,” “When in Rome do as the
Romans do,” “Rome wasn’t built

in a day,” “Rome, the eternal city.”
Although Latin long ceased to be a
living language, the language of an-
cient Romans is still the language of
medicine, law, botany, astronomy,
and of much of the sciences. Virtu-
ally all months in our calendar are
named after Roman deities and Ro-
man emperors, or represent Latin

words for numbers seven, eight,
nine, and ten. We even use the Ro-
man numerals. By its reception in
the civil law codes, Roman law has
laid the foundations of many Euro-
pean legal systems, and it is still an
integral part of legal education in
most countries based on civil law
tradition.

The names of many American
institutions —the Senate, Con-
gress, President—all have Latin
origin, and this is not by chance.
The founding fathers of the United
States of America spent most of

25



their childhood and much of their
adulthood reading the Latin clas-
sics. To America’s founders, the
past, especially the Roman past,
was not something that was dead
but rather alive, with much per-
sonal and social meaning. Their
understanding of the origins of The
Roman Republic gave both mean-
ing and shape to their undertak-
ings in the American Revolution.
They knew they were doing some-
thing unprecedented in that revo-
lution, yet they felt that they were
not the first.

WHY WRITE ABOUT AN-
CIENT ROME?

A question may be asked about
the reasons for surveying the history
of The Roman Republic in a reli-
gious magazine. Instead of keeping
the reader in suspense and guessing
about those reasons, we are pre-
pared to lay them out in the opening
lines. Ancient Rome, and The Ro-
man Republic specifically, are the
subject matter of our investigation
for the following reasons: For one,
any individual and any organized
group can learn valuable lessons
from the rise and fall of The Roman
Republic. Closely related to this rea-
son is our interest in making a com-
parison between The Roman Repub-
lic and another great experiment
in the republican form of govern-
ment—the United States of America
(USA). The third one, which is of
primary interest to us, is the discov-
ery and display of the intimate rela-
tionship that exists between history
and Bible prophecy. The apocalyptic
prophecies in the book of Daniel,
and more explicitly in the book of
Revelation, identify Rome (both
pagan and Christian Rome) and the
United States of America as major
end-time religious and political
forces. The fateful alliance between
these global powers will lead to the
greatest crisis in world’s history —to
the end of human history as known
to us, to the glorious return of Jesus
Christ, and to the commencement of
the eternal reign of Jesus Christ and
His faithful followers.
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The students of the apocalyptic
prophecies have always recognized
the unique place accorded to Rome
in two biblical books—Daniel and
Revelation—first to pagan, then to
Christian, Rome. Almost without
exception, Rome is viewed as an
oppressive and persecuting power.
Rome’s representative was behind
the plot to kill the child Jesus. It was
the Roman praefect of Judea who
found Jesus not guilty of a capital
offence, yet under pressure, con-
sented to Jesus’ death on the cross.
A few decades later, the Roman Em-
pire executed the divine judgment
upon the rebellious Jewish nation,
the city of Jerusalem and its temple.
As the Christian church emerged
and spread rapidly, the Roman em-
perors persecuted the disciples of
Jesus.

Then, sometime in the fourth
century AD, a Roman emperor ad-
opted Christianity and became an
ally of the Christian church. Yet that
fateful alliance between the church
and state led to the emergence of the
papacy —”the mingling of church-
craft and statecraft”! embodied in
the bishop of Rome as its visible
head. Christian Rome then received
from the pagan Rome “his power,
and his seat, and great authority”
(Revelation 13:2). Papal Rome, em-
ploying the powerful arm of the
state, enforced its religious dogmas
on all peoples living within its ju-
risdiction. Through many centuries
and in many parts of medieval Eu-
rope, millions of religious dissenters
were imprisoned and put to death.
After long last, papal supremacy
was ended in 1798 when revolution-
ary France took Pope Pius VI cap-
tive. By incapacitating the pope’s
temporal power, France inflicted to
the head of church-state craft a mor-
tal wound.

At about the same time, on the
new continent west of Rome, was
arising a new republic. Its found-
ers were to studiously examine the
history of The Roman Republic
and consciously adopt many of its
democratic features. They would
deliberately reject the kingly power
and the papal supremacy by form-

ing their own government under a
written constitution that guarantees
to all its citizens God-given, unalien-
able rights. However, notwithstand-
ing the noble desires of its founders
and all the safeguards placed in

the constitutional framework of the
new republic, the Bible prophecy
foretells that this “Land of the Free”
shall be transformed so that “he
exerciseth all the power of the first
beast before him, and causeth the
earth and them which dwell therein
to worship the first beast, whose
deadly wound was healed” (Revela-
tion 13:12). The Bible affirms that
the deadly wound would be healed,
the apostate Christian religion will
again control the state, and as in
the past, the church-state craft will
result in the persecution of religious
dissenters. The examination of the
rise and fall of The Roman Republic
presents us with an excellent case
study in history. By observing the
causes and processes that led to the
decline and downfall of The Ro-
man Republic, we can much better
understand the degeneration of the
American Republic, its democratic
institutions, and constitutional safe-
guards.

This is a worthy cause to be
explored, unravelled, and taken ac-
count of as we seek to understand
the current events and the imminent
future. As we have already indi-
cated, it is impossible to properly
understand apocalyptic prophecy
without understanding history. Let
us therefore briefly survey the his-
tory of ancient Rome by examining
first the value which the ancient
Romans attached to the study of
history and then the Roman histori-

ography.

HISTORY IS LIFE’S TEACHER

The ancient Romans were keenly
aware of the valuable lessons that
can be derived from the study of
history. They diligently studied
the histories of other great nations
and kingdoms. Historical accounts
written by ancient Greek histori-
ans served as their favorite literary
sources and their main inspiration.
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The early Romans made a conscious
effort to avoid the errors of the
kingdoms that had either retreated
or passed from the world stage.

At the same time, they strived to
repeat and even to exceed their ac-
complishments. In his monumental
work, The History of Rome, the great
Roman historian, Livy (Titus Livi-
us), had this to say about the study
of the past:

“There is this exceptionally ben-
eficial and fruitful advantage to be
derived from the study of the past,
that you see, set in the clear light of
historical truth, examples of every
possible type. From these you may
select for yourself and your country
what to imitate, and also what, as
being mischievous in its inception
and disastrous in its issues, you are
to avoid.”?

ROMAN HISTORIOGRAPHY

At this juncture, it may be ap-
propriate to offer a brief survey
of some notable historians whose
written records illumine our path
to the Roman past. In Roman his-
toriography there are no contempo-
rary witnesses to the early history
of Rome. The earliest surviving
documents are Annales Maximi, an-
nual historical records kept by Pon-
tifex Maximus during The Roman
Republic. As the chief priest of the
College of Pontiffs, Pontifex Maxi-
mus recorded in a concise form the
key public events and the names of
the magistrates. The earliest known
Roman historian is Quintus Fabius
Pictor (born c. 270 BC) who wrote
in the annalist tradition and in the
Greek language (Graeci Annales). Fa-
bius” Annals survey the Roman his-
tory from Rome’s legendary found-
ing in 753 BC to the author’s own
time (the Second Punic War, 218-
201 BC). Lucius Cincius Alimentus,
Fabius’ contemporary, was another
noted Roman annalist who wrote
his Annals in the Greek language,
probably not later than 202 BC.

It is noteworthy that talented
Greek historians also made sig-
nificant contributions to Roman
historiography. The best known
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among them is Polybius of Mega-
polis (c. 200—c. 118 BC). Polybius’
main work, The Histories, covers
the period from 264 BC to 146 BC
(from the First Punic War to the
Achaean War). This is the period
during which The Roman Repub-
lic grew immensely, becoming a
global power in the ancient Medi-
terranean world. In the Histories,
Polybius showed interest in the di-
vision of government responsibili-
ties (“mixed constitution”), which
made his work highly influential
among political thinkers, from
Machiavelli to the framers of the
United States Constitution. Anoth-
er remarkable Greek contributed
to Roman historiography —Posido-
nius of Apameia or of Rhodes

(c. 135—c. 51 BC). Posidonius was
considered the most learned man
of his time and of the Stoic school.
He was a friend of leading Romans
and a true polymath of the Graeco-
Roman world —an astronomer,
geographer, botanist, historian,
philosopher, mathematician, politi-
cian, and teacher. As a historian,
Posidonius is known for his work
Histories that can be viewed as a
continuation of Polybius” Histories
(the rise and expansion of Roman
dominance). Posidonius’ Histories
differ from those of Polybius, in
the period surveyed (a later period,
146-88 BC) and in the approach to
history writing (his writings being
less detached and factual). Human
psychology, human passions and
follies, are seen by Posidonius as
the cause of events and as such are
submitted to reader’s approbation
or condemnation. Dionysius of
Halicarnassus (c. 60 BC-after 7 BC)
is another prominent Greek nar-
rating the history of Rome in his
major work, Roman Antiquities. As
a historian and teacher of rhetoric,
Dionysius prospered during the
reign of Emperor Augustus.

The first Roman known to us
who wrote on the history of Rome
in the Latin language is Marcus
Porcius Cato (also known as Cato
the Censor or Cato the Elder, 234—
149 BC). His Origines (c. 168 BC) was
written to teach Romans the virtues

By 0bserving the causes
and processes that led to
the decline and downfall of
The Roman Republic, we can
much better understand
the degeneration of the
American Republic, it

democratic institutions, and
constitutional safeguards.
Thig I8 a worthy cause to be
explored, unravelled, and
taken accountof as we seek
founderstand the current
Bvents and the imminent
future.

of their honorable ancestors and to
oppose Hellenizing influence. Cato
was succeeded by several other
principal authors who wrote in the
annalistic tradition.

The Roman histories that are
best known to us come from the
historians that wrote monographs
or histories dedicated to a single
topic, often taking the form of
biographies. The goal of ancient
Roman historians was not so much
an objective presentation of facts
but rather an interpretation of those
facts for the benefit of future states-
men and policy makers. Therefore,
we say that ancient Roman histo-
rians wrote pragmatic histories.
Romans consciously extolled the
virtues of their ancestors and delib-
erately omitted the past events un-
favorable to the image of Rome they
intended to convey to their contem-
poraries or leave to future genera-
tions. This approach to history writ-
ing was abundantly employed in the
times of political unrest and social

27



Historians in the ancient
world, including ancient
Rome, were often
Individuals who could
no longer participate in
the political process.
Being temporarily or
permanently removed
from power, they often
recoanized in historical
compositions and in

the permanence of the
Written record a suitable
Venicle forvoicing their
DErspectives.

turmoil. Histories produced in such
times are little less than propaganda
or rewriting of history for the pur-
pose of convincing the audience to
adopt desirable views on social and
political issues.

On the other hand, Roman his-
toriography can at times display
subversive writing styles. Some his-
torians did not have favorable views
of either the contemporary or of the
past rulers, or of both. To avoid cen-
sure or persecution, several Roman
histories communicate the informa-
tion by implication and insinuation.
Tacitus” historical writings about
Augustus and his critical attitude of
the emperors in general, is a good
example of such subversive writing
style. Another tendency is noticeable
in the writings of Roman historians.
In their lifetime, a good number of
Roman historians held high govern-
ment offices and later in life either
stepped down or were dismissed
from their office. In other words,
historians in the ancient world, in-
cluding ancient Rome, were often
individuals who could no longer
participate in the political process.
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Being temporarily or permanently
removed from power, they often
recognized in historical composi-
tions and in the permanence of the
written record a suitable vehicle for
voicing their perspectives to those
closer to the center of political delib-
eration.

THE HISTORIANS OF THE

LATE REPUBLIC AND OF THE
EMPIRE

The best-known Roman histori-
ans lived in the time of the late Re-
public and during the Empire. We
shall list just a few notable names
and some of their major works.
Most of these works, regrettably,
survived only in fragments. The
writings of some historians are com-
pletely lost. We know about them
indirectly —through later historians
who either quoted or otherwise re-
lied on their historical accounts.

Julius Caesar (10044 BC)
distinguished himself not only
as a superb military commander
and an exceptional statesman, but
also as a prolific and competent

writer. Caesar’s De Bello Gallico is
his account of Gallic Wars, and his
Commentarii de Bello Civilii describe
the course of the Civil War (49-48
BC). In these historical writings
Caesar displayed outstanding
literary skills which he cleverly used
to aid his political agenda.

One of the most popular Roman
historians is Titus Livius (59 BC-17
AD), commonly known as Livy.
Livy wrote a monumental history of
Rome titled Ab Urbe Condita ("From
the Founding of the City”). This
work consisting of 142 books covers
the history of ancient Rome from the
founding of the city until the year 9
BC (reign of the emperor Augustus).
Only one quarter of the original
work is still extant (from the found-
ing of Rome until 293 BC, and from
219 to 166 BC). Livy’s history was
written with the aim to preserve the
memory of the Roman past and to
teach the contemporaries how the
moral virtues elevate their nation
and moral decline leads to nation’s
failure. Since Livy often relied un-
critically on his sources, his writings
are not always historically reliable.
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A generation older contempo-
rary of Livy was Gaius Sallustius
Crispus (86 BC—c. 35 BC), common-
ly known as Sallust. Sallust served
the Republic as questor, tribune,
and praetor. He produced two sig-
nificant monographs, Bellum Catili-
nae (“Conspiracy of Catiline”) and
Bellum Jugurthinum (”Jugurthine
War”). In these works, Sallust not
only traced the progress of these
military conflicts and conspiracies,
but also provided a valuable back-
drop for his exploration of the party
struggles in Rome in the 1% century
BC. In them Sallust reveals how dec-
adent and corrupt aristocratic be-
havior led to the political and moral
decline of Rome, especially after the
fall of Carthage (146 BC).

An outstanding historian of the
Imperial Rome in the 1% century
AD is Publius Cornelius Tacitus (c.
AC 56—c. 120). Modern scholarship
widely regards Tacitus as one of
the greatest Roman historians of all
times. Tacitus was an orator, lawyer,
and politician who held the highest
offices in the Empire (from questor,
to praetor, to suffect consul, and
provincial governor). He was a close
friend of Pliny the Younger. Tacitus’
most notable works are Annals (Ab
excessu divi Augusti) and Histories
(Historiae). These two great histo-
ries form a continuous narrative
from the death of Augustus (14 AD)
to the death of Domitian (96 AD).
His other works include: The Life of
Agricola, Germania, and Dialogue on
Oratory. As stated earlier, Tacitus
employed a subversive writing style
and displayed superb mastery of the
Latin language. He is known for as-
serting that he wrote sine ira et studio
("without anger and partiality” —
Annales 1. 1).

There was another famous Ro-
man historian and highly positioned
magistrate. He is noted for writing
biographies of twelve successive Ju-
lio-Claudian and Flavian emperors
(from Julius Caesar to Domitian). De
Vita Caesarum (" The Life of Caesars”
or “The Twelve Caesars”) was the
literary creation of Gaius Suetonius
Tranquillus, commonly referred
to as Suetonius (c. AD 69-after AD
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122). In this work Suetonius does
not record the events chronological-
ly but presents them thematically.
Suetonius chose this approach con-
sciously for the purpose of compar-
ing various emperors and for evalu-
ating their achievements.

For the students of Roman histo-
ry worthy of mention are a few oth-
er historians. One of them is Pliny
the Elder (Gaius Plinius Secundus
— AD 23/24-79), who was uncle
of Pliny the Younger (governor of
Bithynia and Pontus, known for his
letter to Emperor Trajan in AD 112,
inquiring how to proceed legally
against Christians). Pliny the Elder
was an officer in Roman army who
died in the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius
in AD 79. He is known for his ency-
clopedic work Naturalis Historia (on
natural history) and Bella Germanica
(on the history of the German wars;
the book is not extant but was
heavily relied on by other 1t and
2nd century AD Roman historians).
Pliny the Elder also wrote history
of Julio-Claudian Rome. A notable
historian of Jewish origin who be-
came an ally of Romans was Titus
Flavius Josephus (c. 37—c. 100). Jo-
sephus is best known for his work,
The Jewish War, providing a historic
account of the First Jewish-Roman
War (66-70 AD), Antiquities of the
Jews, and Against Apion. Plutarch
(46-after 119 AD) was yet another
great historian and biographer of
Greek ethnicity. His works strongly
influenced development of liter-
ary genres like biography, essay,
and historical writings. Plutarch’s
best-known work is Parallel Lives,

a series of biographies of illustri-
ous Greeks and Romans, arguably
written to encourage mutual respect
between Greeks and Romans. Lives
display impressive learning and
research.

Lucius Cassius Dio (c. 155—c.
235) or Cassius Dio was a Roman
historian and senator, native of
Nicaea, Bithynia. Cassius Dio pub-
lished in the Greek language Roman
History in 80 books covering the
period of about 1,000 years of his-
tory (beginning with the tales from
Roman mythology and the founding

of Rome until 229 AD). There is a fa-
mous Roman who did not produce
a comprehensive historical writing,
yet who deserves honorable men-
tion. His name is Marcus Tullius
Cicero (106—43 BC). As a prominent
Roman statesman, lawyer, scholar,
philosopher, and arguably the
greatest Roman orator, Cicero made
an outstanding contribution to our
understanding of the Roman soci-
ety, its politics, philosophy, culture,
Latin language, influential men and
women of his age. Cicero’s writ-
ings are regarded as one of the most
renowned collections in all classical
antiquity. His best-known works are
De Re Publica ("On the Common-
wealth”) and De Legibus (”On the
Laws”). Cicero’s opus is enormous:
he wrote on rhetoric, politics, phi-
losophy, and delivered numerous
speeches (88, of which 52 survived).
Cicero’s letters, however, are the
most valuable source of information
about the people and events as-
sociated with the fall of the Roman
Republic. Of the total of 72 books of
letters, only 37 have survived into
modern times. @4’

[In Part Two of this series we propose to offer
a brief historical survey of the Roman Republic by
examining the salient features of its political and
social organization. We will consider the institu-
tions and policies that contributed to Rome’s rise
but also the degenerative processes that trans-
formed The Roman Republic into dictatorship and
finally into an empire. That survey shall serve as
a point of departure for the comparison of The Ro-
man Republic with the American Republic.]
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MOVING? Please let us know.

We read in the Bible about kings
and kingdoms from long ago. We
hear in today’s world about nations
and the presidents and kings that
lead them. We hear about people
having problems and about people
fighting against each other. These are
true stories about real people. Maybe
we wish that there would not be so
many bad things going on, but sadly,
they are.

But let’s stop for a minute and
picture another world. It is a true
story about a real world that is
coming soon—and we can be part of
it!

Can you imagine a place with
no pain, no crying, no sickness, no
sadness? Where people don't kill or
hurt each other or say mean, ugly
things? Where nobody ever dies?

This is a real place; it really is! It's
called the earth made new. Jesus is
inviting you to be there!

Let’s read about it. The apostle
John saw it in a vision given by
Christ: “And I saw a new heaven and
anew earth: for the first heaven and
the first earth were passed away; and
there was no more sea. And I John
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. And I heard a great
voice out of heaven saying, Behold,

the tabernacle of God is with men,
and he will dwell with them, and
they shall be his people, and God
himself shall be with them, and
be their God. And God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes; and
there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there
be any more pain: for the former
things are passed away. And he that
sat upon the throne said, Behold, I
make all things new. And he said
unto me, Write: for these words are
true and faithful” (Revelation 21:1-5).
This place is very, very beautiful!
“And the building of the wall of it
was of jasper: and the city was pure
gold, like unto clear glass. And the
foundations of the wall of the city
were garnished with all manner of
precious stones. . . . And the twelve
gates were twelve pearls; every
several gate was of one pearl: and
the street of the city was pure gold,
as it were transparent glass. And I
saw no temple therein: for the Lord
God Almighty and the Lamb are the
temple of it. And the city had no need

of the sun, neither of the moon, to
shine in it: for the glory of God did
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light
thereof” (Revelation 21:18, 19, 21-23).
The brightness of God, His Son
Jesus and the Holy Spirit will make
this a cheerful, happy place forever
and ever. Do you want to be there?
Then get ready —for “it is written,
Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart
of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him” (1
Corinthians 2:9). Everything will be
more beautiful than anything you
have ever seen and the music prettier
than anything you have ever heard.
The place is called the kingdom of
God! Don’t miss the chance to be
there! —BHM.



