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In his final epistle, the apostle Paul gives a powerful
appeal so needed today: “Preach the word; be instant
in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with
all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after
their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears
from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But
watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work
of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry”

(2 Timothy 4:2-5).

The ears of people are itching for something new,
exciting, and smooth. So many are rejecting sound
doctrine—preferring instead a cheap, easy message that
requires no exercise of faith nor denial of self.

The apostle concluded the passage with the words:
“For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my
departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day:
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his
appearing” (Verses 6-8).

The apostle refers to those who do. We need to love
His appearing to be among those who will declare with
joy unspeakable, “Lo, this is our God; we have waited
for him, and he will save us: this is the Lord; we have
waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salva-
tion” (Isaiah 25:9). Can we really prove that Jesus is
indeed coming soon? Absolutely! The signs revealed in
Matthew chapter 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 are plainly
unfolding—and in view of history, the things which
Jesus said would shortly come to pass in the book of
Revelation are unmistakable. The Revelation is indeed
revealed as promised.
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This issue of The Reformation Herald presents clear,
unmistakable evidence based on comparing Scrip-
ture with Scripture. There is no need for some flawed
human interpretation to be arbitrarily pasted onto a
prophecy. Instead, God is His own interpreter through
His sacred Word and the facts of history corroborate
with those events which have already occurred —
establishing a solid foundation for understanding those
events which are yet to come.

Yet multitudes are being deluded. Why? The time
is ripe for “Wicked [to] be revealed, whom the Lord
shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall
destroy with the brightness of his coming: Even him,
whose coming is after the working of Satan with all
power and signs and lying wonders, And with all
deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish;
because they received not the love of the truth, that
they might be saved. And for this cause God shall
send them strong delusion, that they should believe
a lie: That they all might be damned who believed
not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness”
(2 Thessalonians 2:8-12). If we cherish evil and un-
righteousness instead of coming to Christ to save us
from our sins, we will be deluded. Don’t let that hap-
pen to you! “There shall come in the last days scoffers,
walking after their own lusts, And saying, Where is
the promise of his coming?” (2 Peter 3:3, 4). Even the
scoffers are proof of God’s words, since He foretold of
them.

May the Lord strengthen each one of us to prepare
wholeheartedly for the return of Jesus. What a privi-
lege it is to know Him —and to know Him is to love
Him. The Lord assures us, “If any man will do his will,
he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God,
or whether I speak of myself” (John 7:17). He makes
it clear: “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my
disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free” (John 8:31, 32). Amen! @7



How can we recognize God’s
voice? How can we know when God
is speaking to us and it is not our
own thoughts or desires that we are
thinking about? How can we tell?

Sometimes we think God is
leading us to do something or say
something, and He’s not—but it's
not until later that we find that out.

Sometimes we may say: “God,
why didn’t I get into that school the
first time I applied? Why didn’t I get
the job that I wanted? God, why did you
allow me to go through this relationship
for years knowing that we would break
up? Why did you allow me to get this
disease or health problem?”

Maybe we were even praying
and pleading for God to lead us,
even while in these situations—and
yet, why did God still allow us to go
through that experience?

We may say, “God, I know you
don’t want me to get hurt, I know you
want what is best for me . . . so why
would you allow me to go through this?”
God responds: “I didn’t allow you to
get into the first school you applied for
because I had a better school for you.

I didn’t allow you to get that job you
wanted, because I had another job that
would be a perfect fit. I allowed you to
stay in that relationship for years because
I had to hold you for the special person
that I had for you. I allowed you to get
this disease, or go through this trial, be-
cause 1 knew that was the only way you
could be saved.”

Many times, we may pray, ago-
nize, and plead with God for some-
thing, but God does not answer us
as we wish. Yet, He always gives
us what we ask for or something
better.

By Paul M. Balbach

When we fully surrender our
lives to God, things may not al-
ways go as we plan, but we may be
confident that God is purifying and
leading us to trust Him and sur-
render to Him fully. As Jesus’ soon
return approaches, there is nothing
more important in this life than
being fully surrendered to Christ
each moment and having our lives
in harmony with His word.

How can we recognize God'’s
voice and leading in our lives? Isaiah
30:21 tells us: “And thine ears shall
hear a word behind thee, saying,
This is the way, walk ye in it, when
ye turn to the right hand, and when
ye turn to the left.” Before answering
this question, let us briefly notice that
God’s voice will never contraindi-
cates the Bible. Isaiah 8:20 says, “To
the law and to the testimony: if they
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STUDY THE WORD

RECOGNIZE PROVIDENCE

RECEIVE HIS PEACE

1

2.

3. LISTEN TO HIS SPIRIT
4

5

SLOW DOWN TO HEAR HIS VOICE

speak not according to this word, it
is because there is no light in them.”

I. STUDY THE WORD

Search for God in His Word.
The Lord assures us: “And ye shall
seek me, and find me, when ye shall
search for me with all your heart”
(Jeremiah 29:13). Where should we
search for God? In His Word. In
order to recognize God'’s voice, we
must “dig in” and take the time to
study His word. How often? Not just
here and there, or halfheartedly, but
rather we must put our whole heart
and energy into it. David said, “With
my whole heart have I sought thee:
O let me not wander from thy com-
mandments” (Psalm 119:10). God
speaks to us in His Word. Have you
ever had an experience of reading
a verse (that maybe you had read
before), but this time something was
different? This time, the verse fit
right into your life and came “alive,”
and at that moment and you know
God is speaking to you through that
verse. This is what is so beautiful
about God’s Word —when we seek
Him with our whole heart, we will
find His answer(s).

Il. RECOGNIZE PROVIDENCE

Sometimes in this life, circum-
stances and events work out in a
way that cannot be explained hu-
manely. Events happen sometimes
where people can’t explain how or
why this happened. At times, from a
human standpoint, we may only be
able to say “What are the chances?!”
or “It's a miracle.” Romans 8:28
tells us that for those who love God,
nothing comes by chance or luck,
but rather it is “worked out” by
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God. “And we know that all things
work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the
called according to his purpose”
(Romans 8:28).

How have you been able to
recognize God’s providence in
your life? How have you seen Him
leading? Have you recognized that
certain events were not only by
chance, but that God was guiding
and directing you and opening the
way for you?

God says in Isaiah 55:8, 9, “For
my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,
saith the Lord. For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways, and
my thoughts than your thoughts.”

ll. LISTEN TO HIS SPIRIT

Before Jesus left this earth, in
John 16:7, He told His disciples:
“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It
is expedient for you that I go away:
for if I go not away, the Comforter
will not come unto you; but if I de-
part, I will send him unto you.”

What is the work of the Com-
forter? The Lord explains that “the
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost,
whom the Father will send in my
name, he shall teach you all things,
and bring all things to your re-
membrance, whatsoever I have said
unto you” (John 14:26). [Emphasis
added.]

As you study God’s Word and
recognize God’s Providence, the
Comforter will teach and guide
you in the will of God. God al-
ways speaks through conscience to
convict of sin (e.g., what is right or
wrong). But how about for personal
desires? God does speak through

His Spirit for personal desires, but
not as often as we think or would
like to think.

Psalm 32:8 says, “I will instruct
thee and teach thee in the way
which thou shalt go: I will guide
thee with mine eye.” God instructs,
teaches, and guides us in a unique
and special way for the circumstanc-
es of our life with His own Spirit.
Have you heard the Holy Spirit’s
voice?

God’s voice is a still, small
voice. It is soft, but brings a strong
impression. God’s voice is usually
only heard after much prayer and
tears. When it’s God’s voice, we
will know it 100% and recognize
His voice without a doubt. When
we listen to the Holy Spirit, “thine
ears shall hear a word behind
thee, saying, This is the way, walk
ye in it, when ye turn to the right
hand, and when ye turn to the
left” (Isaiah 30:21).

What happens when we listen to
God’s Spirit and obey it? Inspiration
gives the encouraging words, “there
is no limit to the usefulness of one
who, by putting self aside, makes
room for the working of the Holy
Spirit upon his heart, and lives a life
wholly consecrated to God.”!

When you and I listen to God’s
voice, there are limitless possibilities
of what God can do through us!

IV. RECEIVE HIS PEACE

Doing God’s will always brings
peace. “Great peace have they
which love thy law: and nothing
shall offend them” (Psalm 119:165).
“For God is not the author of confu-
sion, but of peace, as in all churches
of the saints” (1 Corinthians 14:33).
Peace—no confusion, no questions



Do you slow down to hear God’s voice? Do you stand still, stop, and separate
fromthe things that crowd out Hig voice?

of “why did this happen or why did
things go that way? Or why can’t it
be different?”

You won’t have to question or
ask anymore “if this is right.” If
you are doing God’s will and His
way, you will know it and will have
peace. Jesus says, “Peace I leave
with you, my peace I give unto you:
not as the world giveth, give I unto
you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27).

V.SLOW DOWN TO HEAR
HIS VOICE

The fifth step to recognizing
God’s voice is that we must “slow
down” and take the time to hear His
voice. We may have to wait for it,
but it will come. Isaiah 64:4 (NKJV)
says “For since the beginning of
the world Men have not heard nor
perceived by the ear, Nor has the
eye seen any God besides You,

Who acts for the one who waits for
Him.” [Emphasis added.] “We must
individually hear Him speaking to
the heart. When every other voice
is hushed, and in quietness we
wait before Him, the silence of the
soul makes more distinct the voice
of God”?

Lamentations 3:25 says “The
Lord is good unto them that wait for
him, to the soul that seeketh him.”

VI. LEARNING FROM ELIJAH

Let us learn from the experience
of the prophet Elijah the importance
of slowing down to hear God’s
voice.

Elijah fled from Jezebel after the
experience on Mt. Carmel and went
to Jezreel that same night (25 miles
or 40 km.). The next day, he took
his servant to Beersheba and left
him there. The distance from Jezreel
to Beersheba is 100 miles or 160
km. From there, Elijah ran into the
wilderness and was given food and

drink by an angel. Then the Bible
tells us in I Kings 19:8 (NKJV), “So
he arose, and ate and drank; and
he went in the strength of that food
forty days and forty nights as far
as Horeb, the mountain of God.”

After this, Elijah travelled 40
days and 40 nights to Mount Horeb,
“the Mountain of God.” It was not
an easy journey.

“And he came thither unto a
cave, and lodged there; and, behold,
the word of the Lord came to him,
and he said unto him, What doest
thou here, Elijah? (1 Kings 19:9).

“[Elijah] was in a wilderness. At
night he lodged in a cave for protec-
tion from the wild beasts.

“Here God, through one of
His angels, met with Elijah, and
inquired of him: “What doest thou
here, Elijah?’ I sent you to the brook
Cherith, I sent you to the widow of
Sarepta, I sent you to Samaria with a
message to Ahab, but who sent you
this long journey into the wilder-
ness? And what errand have you
here?”?

“And he said, I have been very
jealous for the Lord God of hosts:
for the children of Israel have for-
saken thy covenant, thrown down
thine altars, and slain thy prophets
with the sword; and I, even I only,
am left; and they seek my life, to
take it away” (1 Kings 19:10).

What's the problem here? We
start thinking about me, myself, and
I. “Poor me. Why does this have to
happen to me”? Instead of think-
ing about ourselves, we must look
to God and His unfailing love and
power. God promises to direct, but
we must listen and wait patiently
for His leading. “And thine ears
shall hear a word behind thee, say-
ing, This is the way, walk ye in it,
when ye turn to the right hand, and
when ye turn to the left” (Isaiah
30:21).

When Elijah was running away
from God, he did not stop to listen.

He did not stop to ask God what
He wanted him to do or where He
wanted him to go. Do you and I
make the same mistake sometimes?

After God asked Elijah what he
was doing there, “He said, Go forth,
and stand upon the mount before
the Lord. And, behold, the Lord
passed by, and a great and strong
wind rent the mountains, and brake
in pieces the rocks before the Lord;
but the Lord was not in the wind:
and after the wind an earthquake;
but the Lord was not in the earth-
quake: and after the earthquake a
fire; but the Lord was not in the fire:
and after the fire a still small voice”
(1 Kings 19:11, 12).

The Hebrew word for voice still,
small voice that is used here is kol
d'mamah dakah. “Mamah” means
quiet, still, whisper. God spoke to
Elijah in a gentle, low whisper, and
He still speaks to you and me the
same way today.

Do you slow down to hear God’s
voice? Do you stand still, stop, and
separate from the things that crowd
out His voice? Do you wait to see
your redemption power of God and
grace in your life? Our Heavenly
Father calls us by the quiet mov-
ings of His Spirit. Do not drown out
the Spirit's promptings. The world
drowns its conscience by activity,
excitement, noise, but Psalm 46:10
says, "Be still, and know that I am
God: I will be exalted among the
heathen, I will be exalted in the
earth."

An oft-related story is told as
follows:

A young man and his father
farmed a small piece of land. Sev-
eral times a year they would load up
a cart with vegetables and take them
to the market.

The two had little in common.
The son was a tense and ambi-
tious individual, the go-getter type.
The father, on the other hand, was
steady and relaxed.
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One morning they loaded the
cart, hitched up the ox, and started
out for the nearest city. The young
man, true to his disposition, kept
prodding the ox with a stick. He
reasoned that they had a better
chance of getting good prices if they
reached the marketplace early.

Several hours down the road the
father stopped. It was his brother's
farm, and he wanted to say hello,
for so seldom did he have the op-
portunity. The son, of course, was
impatient at what he considered a
needless delay, and did not con-
ceal his restlessness. But the father
cautioned, “Take it easy. You'll last
longer.”

After an hour they drove on.
They came to a fork in the road and
the father turned to the right. “The
other way is shorter,” the son re-
minded him. “Yes, son, but this way
is more beautiful.”

“Have you no respect for time?”

“Yes,” said the father, “I respect
it so much that I like to use it in
looking at beautiful things.”

“At twilight they found them-
selves in country as lovely as a
garden. The father suggested, “Let's
sleep here.” By this time the boy was
angry, and he exploded, “You're
more interested in flowers than
money!”
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But the father quietly replied,
“That's the nicest thing you've said
in a long time.”

“I'll never take a trip with you
again!” the boy vowed.

In the morning they were on
their way early. Soon they came
upon a cart in the ditch, and the
father stopped to help while the son,
of course, protested. “Take it easy,”
said the father. “Sometime you
might be in the ditch yourself.”

And then it was eight o'clock.
There was a brilliant flash of light-
ning. And thunder. “Must be a big
rain in the city,” said the old man.

“But, Dad, if we had hurried, we
could have been sold out by now.”

“Take it easy, son. You'll last
longer.”

It was late afternoon when they
reached the hill overlooking the city.
The two men stood for a long mo-
ment, looking down. Neither said a
word.

And then the son broke the
silence. “I see what you mean,
Father.”

They turned and drove their cart
away from what had been, until
eight o'clock that morning, the city
of Hiroshima!*

The father and the son had a dif-
ferent set of values. The father had
wisely learned that we are healingly

distracted from the tensions of life
by heeding the promptings of the
still small voice. But how much the
son missed! And how much we miss
of life's richest rewards! We hurl
ourselves into life with such reckless
abandon that we wring ourselves
physically and spiritually dry.

Are we like the son, impetuous,
impatient with a mind for material
advantage? Deaf to the deep mov-
ings of God's Spirit? The big ques-
tion today is not if we can recognize
God’s voice, but will we follow it?
Will we accept and obey it? We must
listen to, and follow the prompt-
ings of the still small voice.

When you really want to recog-
nize God’s voice, cry out to Him in
prayer, and make sure you are 100%
surrendered and consecrated to God.
And if His voice is still not clear, then
tell God it’s not clear and ask Him
something like this: “Dear Lord, im-
press, convict, and build a burden in
my soul for Thy will. Direct and lead
me. Show me the indications of your
providence to know 100% that this is
Thy will. Please, give me your peace,
Amen.” @R’

References:

1The Desire of Ages, pp. 250, 251.

2|bid., p. 363.

3 Testimonies for the Church, vol. 3, p. 291.
4 https://sermons.faithlife.com



By Septimiu D. Muresan [Emphasis added throughout.]
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The Bible mentions a few earth-
quakes, such as the following:

AT THE DEATH OF OUR
LORD JESUS:
“And Jesus cried with a loud

voice, and gave up the ghost. And
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the veil of the temple was rent in
twain from the top to the bottom”
(Mark 15:37, 38).

“Now when the centurion, and
they that were with him, watch-
ing Jesus, saw the earthquake, and
those things that were done, they
feared greatly, saying, Truly this

was the Son of God” (Matthew
27:54).

AT THE RESURRECTION OF
OUR LORD JESUS:

“And, behold, there was a great
earthquake: for the angel of the




Lord descended from heaven, and
came and rolled back the stone from
the door, and sat upon it” (Matthew
28:2).

IN PHILIPPI FOR PAUL AND

SILAS:

“And suddenly there was a great
earthquake, so that the founda-
tions of the prison were shaken:
and immediately all the doors were
opened, and every one’s bands were
loosed” (Acts 16:26).

On that occasion, the jailer “had
expected to hear from them bit-
ter groans and imprecations, but
he heard instead songs of joy and
praise. With these sounds in his ears
the jailer had fallen into a sleep from
which he was awakened by the
earthquake and the shaking of the
prison walls.”*

“At midnight Paul and Silas
prayed, and sang praises unto God,
and suddenly there was a great
earthquake, so that the foundations
of the prison were shaken; and I saw
that immediately the angel of God
loosed everyone's bands.”?

THE VERY FIRST SIGN

WHEN THE SIXTH SEAL WAS
OPENED (LISBON 1755):

“And I beheld when he had

opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there
was a great earthquake; and the sun

became black as sackcloth of hair,
and the moon became as blood”
(Revelation 6:12).

THE LAST PLAGUE AT THE
END IS MARKED BY THE
MIGHTIEST EARTHQUAKE
EVER:

“And there were voices, and
thunders, and lightnings; and there
was a great earthquake, such as
was not since men were upon the
earth, so mighty an earthquake, and
so great. . . . And every island fled
away, and the mountains were not
found” (Revelation 16:18, 20).

. WHAT CAUSES EARTH-
QUAKES?

The wrath of a merciful, longsuf-

10

fering God, that has been ignored and
mocked:

“The words of Amos, who was
among the herdmen of Tekoa, which
he saw concerning Israel in the days
of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the
days of Jeroboam the son of Joash
king of Israel, two years before the
earthquake. And he said, The Lord
will roar from Zion, and utter his
voice from Jerusalem” (Amos 1:1, 2).

“Behold, the day of the Lord co-
meth, and thy spoil shall be divided
in the midst of thee. . . . And ye shall
flee to the valley of the mountains;
for the valley of the mountains
shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall
flee, like as ye fled from before the
earthquake in the days of Uzziah
king of Judah: and the Lord my
God shall come, and all the saints
with thee” (Zechariah 14:1, 5).

ANGELS CAUSE SOME
EARTHQUAKES:

“In the prison at Philippi, while
suffering from the cruel stripes they
had received, their feet fast in the
stocks, Paul and Silas prayed and
sang praise to God; and angels were
sent from heaven to deliver them.
The earth shook under the tread of
these heavenly messengers, and the
prison doors flew open, setting the
prisoners free.”?

SATAN IS PRODUCING SOME

EARTHQUAKES...

“While appearing to the children
of men as a great physician who
can heal all their maladies, [Satan]
will bring disease and disaster, until
populous cities are reduced to ruin
and desolation. Even now he is at
work. In accidents and calamities
by sea and by land, in great con-
flagrations, in fierce tornadoes and
terrific hailstorms, in tempests,
floods, cyclones, tidal waves, and
earthquakes, in every place and in a
thousand forms, Satan is exercising
his power.”*

II. THE JUDGMENTS OF

GOD TO AROUSE THE CON-
SCIENCE

The significance of the earthquakes,

“We see and hear of confusion
and perplexity, want and famine,
earthquakes and floods; terrible
outrages will be committed by men;
passion, not reason, bears sway.
The wrath of God is upon the
inhabitants of the world, who are
fast becoming as corrupt as were
the inhabitants of Sodom and
Gomorrah.”?

“] am bidden to declare the mes-
sage that cities full of transgression,
and sinful in the extreme, will be
destroyed by earthquakes, by fire,
by flood.”®

THEJUDGMENT OF GOD ON
OUR CITIES

“Pleasure resorts, theaters, ho-
tels, and the homes of the wealthy
were shaken and shattered. Many
lives were blotted out of existence,
and the air was filled with the
shrieks of the injured and the terri-
fied.

The destroying angels of God
were at work. One touch, and build-
ings, so thoroughly constructed
that men regarded them as secure
against every danger, quickly be-
came heaps of rubbish.””

“There will be mighty earth-
quakes and great destruction of
human life.”®

The very first sign when the sixth
seal was opened: (Lisbon 1755).

“And I beheld when he had
opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there
was a great earthquake; and the sun
became black as sackcloth of hair,
and the moon became as blood”
(Revelation 6:12).

LISBON, PORTUGAL, ON NO-
VEMBER 1, 1755

“These signs were witnessed
before the opening of the nineteenth
century. In fulfillment of this proph-
ecy there occurred, in the year 1755,
the most terrible earthquake that
has ever been recorded.””

On a single apocalyptic day in
1755, Lisbon, Portugal, was hit with
an earthquake, a tsunami, and de-
structive fires.

“Though commonly known as
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the earthquake of Lisbon, it extend-
ed to the greater part of Europe,
Africa, and America. It was felt in
Greenland, in the West Indies, in
the island of Madeira, in Norway
and Sweden, Great Britain and
Ireland.”!°

“Tremors and waves rippled
across the North Atlantic, raising
rivers in Scotland and claiming lives
as far away as Brazil.”"!

“It pervaded an extent of not less
than four million square miles.”*?

What Lisbon, Portugal, looked like just
before the earthquake of 1755 struck. Photo of
engraving by Chronicle/Alamy Stock Photo ®

More than a century after the earthquake,
an artist depicted the maelstrom in this wood
engraving. Photo of engraving by World

History Archive/ Alamy Stock Photo

“There has been much discus-
sion on the estimated size of the
earthquake, but it is believed to be

between magnitude 8.5-9.0. ... The
earthquake was a massive slip of the

Azores Gibraltar Faultline.”"

“Seismically speaking . . . that
morning the tectonic plates slipped
and released as much energy as
32,000 Hiroshima bombs.”

THE KING OF PORTUGAL

“The monarch, Dom José I, had
narrowly escaped death by staying
at his country palace outside the
city. . .. After the earthquake, Dom
José suffered from acute claustro-
phobia inside buildings and lived
the rest of his days in a palatial
tent.”"

“In Africa the shock was almost
as severe as in Europe. A great part
of Algiers was destroyed; and a
short distance from Morocco, a vil-
lage containing eight or ten thou-

sand inhabitants was swallowed up.
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A vast wave swept over the coast
of Spain and Africa engulfing cities
and causing great destruction.

“It was in Spain and Portu-
gal that the shock manifested its
extreme violence. At Cadiz the
inflowing wave was said to be sixty
feet high. Mountains, ‘some of the
largest in Portugal, were impetu-
ously shaken, as it were, from their
very foundations, and some of them
opened at their summits, which
were split and rent in a wonderful
manner, huge masses of them being

thrown down into the adjacent val-
leys. Flames are related to have is-
sued from these mountains.” ” —Sir
Charles Lyell, Principles of Geology,
page 495.1

““The shock’ of the earthquake
‘was instantly followed by the fall
of every church and convent, almost
all the large public buildings, and
more than one fourth of the houses.
In about two hours after the shock,
fires broke out in different quarters,
and raged with such violence for the
space of nearly three days, that the

1



city was completely desolated.” ” —
Encyclopedia Americana, art. “Lis-
bon,” note (ed. 1831).”%

“For the religious celebration
[Feast of All Saints — November 1],
every candle in every church was
lit, and the churches were deco-
rated with flowers and flammable
decorations. As the tremors rocked
the churches, the candles tumbled,
igniting the decorations, and creat-
ing massive fires which ravaged
Lisbon for five further days after the
earthquake.”'®

“‘The sea first retired, and laid
the bar dry; it then rolled in, rising
fifty feet or more above its ordinary
level.” ” —Sir Charles Lyell, Prin-
ciples of Geology, page 495.”%

“Before the tsunami hit, the
water drained from Rio Tejo estu-
ary, revealing shipwrecks loaded
with treasures. Thousands of people
raced into the muddy river to claim
the riches, but no person of that era
could predict what was about to be
unleashed upon the city of Lisbon.

“The tsunami arrived so fast that
several people riding on a horse
back were forced to gallop as fast as
possible to the upper grounds for
fear of being carried away.

“Thousands who had escaped
the earthquake’s destruction, were
either drowned, killed by debris
or dragged out to the sea by the
tsunami.”?

“The earthquake generated a tsu-
nami that produced waves about 20
feet (6 meters) high at Lisbon and 65
feet (20 meters) high at Cadiz, Spain.
The waves traveled westward to
Martinique in the Caribbean Sea, a
distance of 3,790 miles (6,100 km), in
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“There nas been much discussion on the estimated
Size 0f the earthquake [of Lisbon in 17351, butitis
believed to be between magnitude 8.9-9.0. . ..

The earthquake was a massive slip of the Azores Gi-
praltar Faultling.”

10 hours and there reached a height
of 13 feet (4 meters) above mean sea
level.”!

“ “The terror of the people was
beyond description. Nobody wept;
it was beyond tears. They ran hither
and thither, delirious with horror
and astonishment, beating their
faces and breasts, crying, ‘Misericor-
dia! the world’s at an end!” Mothers
forgot their children, and ran about
loaded with crucifixed images.
Unfortunately, many ran to the
churches for protection; but in vain
was the sacrament exposed; in vain
did the poor creatures embrace the
altars; images, priests, and people
were buried in one common ruin.’
It has been estimated that ninety
thousand persons lost their lives on
that fatal day.”?

“Corpses were buried en masse
or ferried out to sea to avoid an
epidemic.”?

GOD’S PURPOSE MAY BE

READ IN FREQUENT EARTH-
QUAKES

“How frequently we hear of
earthquakes and tornadoes, of
destruction by fire and flood, with
great loss of life and property! Ap-
parently these calamities are capri-
cious outbreaks of disorganized,
unregulated forces of nature, wholly
beyond the control of man; but in
them all, God's purpose may be
read. They are among the agencies
by which He seeks to arouse men
and women to a sense of their

danger.”*

These will be more and more

eeccccccccccccccscccse

frequent, and you will be pointed at as
being guilty for them.

“[Men in responsible positions]
will point to calamities on land and
sea—to the storms of wind, the
floods, the earthquakes, the de-
struction by fire—as judgments in-
dicating God's displeasure because
Sunday is not sacredly observed.
These calamities will increase more
and more, one disaster will follow
close upon the heels of another; and
those who make void the law of
God will point to the few who are
keeping the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment as the ones who are
bringing wrath upon the world.”*

I1l. AN EARTHQUAKE FOR
OURSINS...

At the death of our Lord Jesus.

“And Jesus cried with a loud
voice, and gave up the ghost. And
the veil of the temple was rent in
twain from the top to the bottom”
(Mark 15:37, 38).

“Now when the centurion, and
they that were with him, watch-
ing Jesus, saw the earthquake, and
those things that were done, they
feared greatly, saying, Truly this
was the Son of God” (Matthew
27:54).

A violent earthquake ...

“There was a violent earth-
quake. The people were shaken
together in heaps. The wildest con-
fusion and consternation ensued. In
the surrounding mountains, rocks
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were rent asunder, and went crash-
ing down into the plains. Sepul-
chers were broken open, and the
dead were cast out of their tombs.
Creation seemed to be shivering

to atoms. Priests, rulers, soldiers,
executioners, and people, mute
with terror, lay prostrate upon the
ground.”?

The nature groans in sympathy
with her bleeding, dying Author.

“Amid the agonizing sufferings
of the Son of God, blind and de-
luded men alone remain unfeeling.
The chief priests and elders revile
God's dear Son while in His expir-
ing agonies. Yet inanimate nature
groans in sympathy with her bleed-
ing, dying Author. The earth trembles.
The sun refuses to behold the scene.
The heavens gather blackness.
Angels have witnessed the scene
of suffering until they can look no
longer, and hide their faces from the
horrid sight. Christ is dying! He is
in despair! His Father's approving
smile is removed, and angels are
not permitted to lighten the gloom
of the terrible hour. They can only
behold in amazement their loved
Commander, the Majesty of heaven,
suffering the penalty of man's trans-
gression of the Father's law.”#

The priests and rulers had
no rest that Sabbath ...

“Yet the priests and rulers were
not at rest. . . . They had heard the
cry, ‘It is finished.” ‘Father, into Thy
hands I commend My spirit’ John
19:30; Luke 23:46. They had seen the
rocks rent, and had felt the mighty
earthquake, and they were restless
and uneasy.”?

IV. CONCLUSION

Elijah received a special
communication—an earthquake.

“And he came thither unto a
cave, and lodged there; and, behold,
the word of the Lord came to him,
and he said unto him, What doest
thou here, Elijah? And he said, I
have been very jealous for the Lord
God of hosts: for the children of
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Israel have forsaken thy covenant,
thrown down thine altars, and slain
thy prophets with the sword; and I,
even I only, am left; and they seek
my life, to take it away. And he said,
Go forth, and stand upon the mount
before the Lord. And, behold, the
Lord passed by, and a great and
strong wind rent the mountains,
and brake in pieces the rocks before
the Lord; but the Lord was not in
the wind: and after the wind an
earthquake; but the Lord was not in
the earthquake: and after the earth-
quake a fire; but the Lord was not

in the fire: and after the fire a still
small voice. And it was so, when
Elijah heard it, that he wrapped

his face in his mantle, and went

out, and stood in the entering in of
the cave. And, behold, there came

a voice unto him, and said, What
doest thou here, Elijah? And he said,
I have been very jealous for the Lord
God of hosts: because the children
of Israel have forsaken thy covenant,
thrown down thine altars, and slain
thy prophets with the sword; and I,
even I only, am left; and they seek
my life, to take it away. And the
Lord said unto him, Go, return on
thy way” (1 Kings 19:9-15).

“Thou shalt be visited of the
Lord of hosts with thunder, and
with earthquake, and great noise,
with storm and tempest, and the
flame of devouring fire” (Isaiah
29:6).

WHAT IS YOUR REFUGE IN
THAT DAY?

“If such scenes as this are to
come, such tremendous judgments
on a guilty world, where will be the
refuge for God's people? How will
they be sheltered until the indig-
nation be overpast? John sees the
elements of nature —earthquake,
tempest, and political strife —repre-
sented as being held by four angels.
These winds are under control
until God gives the word to let
them go. There is the safety of God's
church.””

“If thou hadst known, even
thou, at least in this thy day, the
things which belong unto thy peace!
but now they are hid from thine
eyes. For the days shall come upon

thee, that thine enemies shall cast a
trench about thee, and compass thee
round, and keep thee in on every
side, and shall lay thee even with
the ground, and thy children within
thee; and they shall not leave in thee
one stone upon another; because
thou knewest not the time of thy
visitation” (Luke 19:42-44).

“See that ye refuse not him
that speaketh. For if they escaped
not who refused him that spake
on earth, much more shall not we
escape, if we turn away from him
that speaketh from heaven: Whose
voice then shook the earth: but now
he hath promised, saying, Yet once
more I shake not the earth only, but
also heaven” (Hebrews 12:25, 26).

“Q Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou
that killest the prophets, and ston-
est them which are sent unto thee,
how often would I have gathered
thy children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her
wings, and ye would not!” (Mat-
thew 23:37).

“The Lord also shall roar out
of Zion, and utter his voice from
Jerusalem; and the heavens and the
earth shall shake: but the Lord will
be the hope of his people, and the
strength of the children of Israel”
(Joel 3:16). @R
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By Bethany Muresan



OUTSTANDING PHENOM-
ENA IN HISTORY

One of the plagues that fell on
Egypt involved darkness. “And the
Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out
thine hand toward heaven, that
there may be darkness over the land
of Egypt, even darkness which may
be felt” (Exodus 10:21). It says that
not only could the people not see,
but they also felt the darkness. This
must have been a really spooky
feeling.

Our God is the source of light.
And He wants to give us light, not
darkness. We see another, different
example, where He overruled the
natural cycle of dark time and light
time. In Joshua 10:13, we read how
God stopped the earth’s rotation
so that: “the sun stood still, and
the moon stayed, until the people
had avenged themselves upon their
enemies.”

A special star was used to an-
nounce Jesus’ first coming. Remem-
ber the wise men that travelled all
the way from the east to see baby
Jesus? They came to Jerusalem,
“saying, Where is he that is born
King of the Jews? for we have seen
his star in the east, and are come to
worship him” (Matthew 2:2). The
Jews knew that Jesus would be born
in Bethlehem and they should have
known that the time had come for
Him to be born, but did they go?
No. These pilgrims had to be led by
a star in order to find the promised
Messiah. Actually, we are told what
this was in reality:

“The wise men had seen a
mysterious light in the heavens
upon that night when the glory of
God flooded the hills of Bethlehem.
As the light faded, a luminous star
appeared, and lingered in the sky.
It was not a fixed star nor a planet,
and the phenomenon excited the
keenest interest. That star was a dis-
tant company of shining angels, but
of this the wise men were ignorant.
Yet they were impressed that the
star was of special import to them.
They consulted priests and philoso-
phers, and searched the scrolls of
the ancient records. The prophecy
of Balaam had declared, ‘There
shall come a Star out of Jacob, and
a Scepter shall rise out of Israel.
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Numbers 24:17. Could this strange
star have been sent as a harbinger
of the Promised One? The magi had
welcomed the light of heaven-sent
truth; now it was shed upon them in
brighter rays. Through dreams they
were instructed to go in search of
the newborn Prince.

“As by faith Abraham went forth
at the call of God, ‘not knowing
whither he went’ (Hebrews 11:8); as
by faith Israel followed the pillar of
cloud to the Promised Land, so did
these Gentiles go forth to find the
promised Saviour.”! The Creator
employed this unusual phenom-
enon in the sky to guide the earnest
seekers after truth.

WHAT ABOUT IN THE FU-
TURE?

One of the seven last plagues
that will fall on the earth after the
close of probation also involves
darkness. “And the fifth angel
poured out his vial upon the seat
of the beast; and his kingdom was
full of darkness” (Revelation 16:10).
As the beast (the antichrist power)
has long been a strong proponent of
spiritual darkness, its seat (city) will
also receive physical darkness as a
punishment.

From these few examples, we
can learn that the same God who
created the sun, moon, and stars can
also use these instrumentalities to
communicate special messages to
humanity.

God promised that in the end
times, there would be prophetic
manifestations involving the sun
and the stars: “And there shall be
signs in the sun, and in the moon,
and in the stars; and upon the earth
distress of nations, with perplex-
ity; the sea and the waves roaring”
(Luke 21:25). Here we will cover
two such events:

THE DARK DAY

The Bible speaks of the 1260
years of tribulation (an historic
time period unveiled not by mere
guesswork but by comparing in the
sacred scriptures Numbers 14:34;
Ezekiel 4:6; Daniel 7:25; Revelation
11:2, 3.) By comparing Scripture

with history, we know this to be
the 1,260 years of persecution or
the Dark Ages, a time when God'’s
church had to be underground.

Jesus plainly foretold: “Immedi-
ately after the tribulation of those
days shall the sun be darkened
and the moon shall not give her
light” (Matthew 24:29).

An exact timeframe is given in
this prophecy. It says, “after the
tribulation.” What does that mean?
It refers to that time of difficulty,
trial, and intense persecution, when
over 50,000,000 souls were mar-
tyred. Jesus explained, “For then
shall be great tribulation, such as
was not since the beginning of the
world to this time, no, nor ever shall
be. And except those days should be
shortened, there should no flesh be
saved: but for the elect's sake those
days shall be shortened” (Matthew
24:21, 22).

“What rendered this [darkening
of the sun] more striking was the
fact that the time of its fulfillment
had been definitely pointed out. In
the Saviour's conversation with His
disciples upon Olivet, after describ-
ing the long period of trial for the
church —the 1260 years of papal per-
secution, concerning which He had
promised that the tribulation should
be shortened —He thus mentioned
certain events to precede His com-
ing, and fixed the time when the
first of these should be witnessed:
‘In those days, after that tribula-
tion, the sun shall be darkened, and
the moon shall not give her light.’




Mark 13:24. The 1260 days, or years,
terminated in 1798. A quarter of

a century earlier, persecution had
almost wholly ceased. Following
this persecution, according to the
words of Christ, the sun was to be
darkened. On the 19 of May, 1780,

this prophecy was fulfilled.”?
“The sun shall be turned into

darkness, and the moon into blood,
before the great and the terrible day
of the Lord come” (Joel 2:31). This
was to be a sign of the end times.
“An eyewitness living in Mas-
sachusetts describes the event as fol-
lows: ‘In the morning the sun rose
clear, but was soon overcast. The
clouds became lowery, and from
them, black and ominous, as they
soon appeared, lightning flashed,
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thunder rolled, and a little rain fell.
Toward nine o'clock, the clouds
became thinner, and assumed a
brassy or coppery appearance, and
earth, rocks, trees, buildings, water,
and persons were changed by this
strange, unearthly light. A few
minutes later, a heavy black cloud
spread over the entire sky except

a narrow rim at the horizon, and it
was as dark as it usually is at nine
o'clock on a summer evening. . . .

“ ‘Fear, anxiety, and awe gradu-
ally filled the minds of the people.
Women stood at the door, looking
out upon the dark landscape; men
returned from their labor in the fields;
the carpenter left his tools, the black-
smith his forge, the tradesman his
counter. Schools were dismissed, and

tremblingly the children fled home-
ward. Travelers put up at the near-
est farmhouse. “What is coming?”
queried every lip and heart. It seemed
as if a hurricane was about to dash
across the land, or as if it was the day
of the consummation of all things.”?

“By noon of 19 May 1780, the
pall cast over coastal New Eng-
land was so deep that citizens of
Portland, Boston, and Providence
had to eat their midday meals by
candlelight. Many thought the Day
of Judgment was at hand.”*

The darkness was not just in one
small locality. From the following
paragraph, it seems to have covered
the entire east coast of the United
States.

“The extent of this darkness was
extraordinary. It was observed as far
east as Falmouth. To the westward
it reached to the furthest part of
Connecticut, and to Albany. To the
southward, it was observed along
the sea coasts, and to the north as
far as the American settlements
extend.”®

Can you imagine experiencing
such an event? I know many of us
are afraid of the dark—but how
would we feel if it wasn’t even just
normal darkness? This was a super-
natural type of darkness. No one
expects it to get dark in the middle
of the day!

When it finally was time actual-
ly to get dark in the evening, there
was still something different about
this darkness. Remember earlier
when we read about a darkness
that could be felt? It seems this was
that way, too:

“The darkness of the following
evening was probably as gross as
ever has been observed since the
Almighty fiat gave birth to light. . ..
I could not help conceiving at the
time, that if every luminous body in
the universe had been shrouded in
impenetrable shades, or struck out
of existence, the darkness could not
have been more complete. A sheet
of white paper held within a few
inches of the eyes was equally invis-
ible with the blackest velvet.”®

“After midnight the darkness
disappeared, and the moon, when
first visible, had the appearance of
blood.””
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From these several eyewit-
ness accounts and the fact that the
prophecy references a time period in
which this would take place, we can
safely conclude that this event was
fulfillment of the prophecy. It was
designed by God to wake people up
to eternal realities and serve as a re-
minder that the end time is at hand.
“It was needful that men should be
awakened to their danger; that they
should be roused to prepare for the
solemn events connected with the
close of probation.”®

The churches, which once were
beacons of light, had became char-
acterized by pride and formalism.
Once zealous but now cold, the
Christian world had forgotten about
the Second Advent. People had
been enjoying the freedom and ease
offered in the New World, and had
become absorbed in the things of
this life. They had allowed darkness
to obscure their vision of the future.

THE FALLING OF THE STARS

“’Somebody in the quarters
started yellin” in the middle of the
night to come out and to look up at
the sky. We went outside and there
they was a-fallin” everywhere!

" ‘Big stars coming down real
close to the groun’ and just before
they hit the ground they would burn
up! We was all scared. Some o’ the
folks was screamin’, and some was
prayin’. We all made so much noise,
the white folks came out to see what
was happenin’. They looked up and
then they got scared, too.

“ ‘But then the white folks started
callin’ all the slaves together, and for
no reason, they started tellin” some
of the slaves who their mothers and
fathers was, and who they’d been
sold to and where. The old folks was
so glad to hear where their people
went. They made sure we all knew
what happened . . . you see, they
thought it was Judgement Day.” ”*

The above paragraphs are an
eyewitness account handed down
over generations of what that event-
ful night was like. Some were awak-
ened by the exhibition, and they
screamed in panic because it seemed
like the whole sky was alight. Slave
owners believed they would be
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judged for their evil deeds, and so
they confessed to the slaves. But
did that wake-up call change their
course of action in the days that fol-
lowed? Unfortunately not.

Frederick Douglass records in
his autobiography: “1833 . .. was
also the year of that strange phe-
nomenon when the heavens seemed
about to part with their starry train.
I witnessed this gorgeous spectacle,
and was awe-struck. The air seemed
filled with bright descending mes-
sengers from the sky. It was about
daybreak when I saw this sublime
scene. I was not without the sugges-
tion, at the moment, that it might be
the harbinger of the coming of the
Son of Man; and in my then state of
mind I was prepared to hail Him as
my friend and deliverer.”!

What made this meteor shower
different from all others? “The
meteor storm of 1833 was of truly
superlative strength. One estimate
is over one hundred thousand
meteors an hour, but another, done
as the storm abated, estimated in
excess of two hundred thousand
meteors an hour over the entire
region of North America east of the
Rocky Mountains.”!!

What else was going on during
this time? “In 1833, two years after
[William] Miller began to present
in public the evidences of Christ's
soon coming, the last of the signs
appeared which were promised by
the Saviour as tokens of His second
advent.”*?

We find this foretold in Mat-
thew 24:29, “the stars shall fall from
heaven.”

“This prophecy received a strik-
ing and impressive fulfillment in the
great meteoric shower of Novem-
ber 13, 1833. That was the most
extensive and wonderful display
of falling stars which has ever been
recorded; ‘the whole firmament,
over all the United States, being
then, for hours, in fiery commotion!
No celestial phenomenon has ever
occurred in this country, since its
first settlement, which was viewed
with such intense admiration by one
class in the community, or with so
much dread and alarm by another.’
‘Its sublimity and awful beauty still
linger in many minds. . . . Never

did rain fall much thicker than the
meteors fell toward the earth; east,
west, north, and south, it was the
same. In a word, the whole heavens
seemed in motion. . . . The display,
as described in Professor Silliman's
Journal, was seen all over North
America. . . . From two o'clock
until broad daylight, the sky being
perfectly serene and cloudless, an
incessant play of dazzlingly bril-
liant luminosities was kept up in
the whole heavens.”—R. M. Devens,
American Progress; or, The Great
Events of the Greatest Century, ch. 28,
pars. 1-5.”13

WHY DID GOD CAUSE
THESE THINGS TO OCCUR?

When the people experienced
these events, they immediately
recognized the voice of God trying
to speak to them. But how long did
it last? Did they really change their
lives and confess their sins and be-
gin a lasting walk with the Lord?

How many times do we as
humans determine that we are in
the wrong only when in fear of
immediate consequences? Perhaps
when something bad or surprising
happens, we remember God. But as
soon as life returns to normal, so do
our thoughts.

Mark 13:33 instructs us: “Take ye
heed, watch and pray: for ye know
not when the time is.” God is look-
ing for characters formed after His
likeness —the results of a lifetime,
not a moment or a day.

The prophecies are plentiful; the
fulfillments accurate. Even the sky
has spoken. What are we waiting
for? @R
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INTEGRITY THROUGH IN-
SPECTION

Often after unscrewing the lid of
a brand new jar of some important
product, we are pleased to see an-
other delicate layer attached under-
neath with small letters explaining,
“Sealed for your protection.” This
seal reassures us that careful quality
checking has been done and the
manufacturer has taken seriously
the need for excellence of the prod-
uct. For that to be ensured, thorough
examinations and investigative tests
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By Peter D. Lausevic [Emphasis added throughout.]

have inevitably occurred during
the process before the product is
presented to you.

If conscientious manufactur-
ers take such care, would not the
Master manufacturer of all that is
in heaven and earth exercise at least
comparable care—or even greater?

Solomon, the inspired wise man
of Scripture, gives a clear message:

“Rejoice, O young man, in thy
youth; and let thy heart cheer thee
in the days of thy youth, and walk
in the ways of thine heart, and in the

sight of thine eyes: but know thou,
that for all these things God will
bring thee into judgment” (Ecclesi-
astes 11:9).

This is not a judgment only for
the sins that are seen by others.
Solomon wrote: “Let us hear the
conclusion of the whole matter: Fear
God, and keep his commandments:
for this is the whole duty of man.
For God shall bring every work into
judgment, with every secret thing,
whether it be good, or whether it be
evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14). Those
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Inthis heavenly judgment, we are to be judged by the Ten Commandments [aw. Even
Ghristians are to be judged by that law. So then, “we must all appear before the ju-
dogment seat of Ghrist; tnat every one may receive the things done in nis body, accor-
ding to that he hath done, whether itbe good or bad™ (2 Gorinthians 5:10).

secret things that no one else knows
about is something that we will
have to revisit again and they actu-
ally be judged.

Many people would like to be
exempt from being judged. The
good and the evil are alike going to
be evaluated.

We often think of a judgment
merely in a sense of punishment.
But is it always that way? I remem-
ber when I was attending Rio Linda
Junior High School back in Cali-
fornia in the mid 1970’s. Although
I enjoyed all my classes, I had one
particular class in which I spent at
least three hours every day —my
eighth-grade wood-shop class.

One day I decided to make a step
table. The aroma of wood smelled
so delightful that after sanding day
after day, week after week, even my
breath smelled of sawdust. Finally,
I was approaching the finish line! It
was then that the teacher announced
that all of our work was going to
be displayed in a special school-
wide show, and that there would be
judges to decide whose work would
be considered worthy of recognition
or merit.

We did not think of the judges as
something fearful. We were thrilled
that our work was going to be
evaluated by experts in the field.

At last, the weekend was over —
and we went to our furniture to see
if any of us had received a ribbon. I
was delighted to see a blue ribbon
on my step table. In this case, that
judgment was great for me.

The apostle Paul confirms that
this heavenly judgment is not just to
punish the wicked. He says: “Every
one of us shall give account of him-
self to God” (Romans 14:12).

As we study this matter further,
we will see the twofold purpose of
the heavenly judgment.
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WHAT DOES THE JUDGMENT
INVOLVE?

The first thing needed in a righ-
teous judgment is an investigation
of the case to see whether there is
enough evidence for an indictment.
In the United States, when there is
suspicion of guilt in a capital crime,
a grand jury is convened. The dic-
tionary defines a grand jury as: “A
body of persons, consisting of not
fewer than twelve nor more than
twenty-four, called to hear com-
plaints of the commission of offens-
es and to ascertain whether there is
prima-facie evidence (evidence that,
if unexplained or uncontradicted,
would establish the fact alleged) for
an indictment.”

In connection with this, it is
interesting to see that in the heav-
enly judgment, “Some men’s sins
are open beforehand, going before
to judgment; and some men they
follow after” (1 Timothy 5:24). The
grand jury convenes before the
actual judgment. If a man is cleared
by the grand jury, he is not even in-
dicted; he is guiltless. Most of us are
somewhat familiar with grand jury
investigations. Some bring indict-
ment, others pronounce a verdict of
guiltless. As we study this subject
further, we will see how the same
thing happens to those whose “sins
are open beforehand” in the judg-
ment.

In the earthly judgment, we usu-
ally have our own peers judging our
case (they are the jury). In the case
of the grand jury there are between
twelve and twenty-four. In the most
righteous court that can ever be as-
sembled in the universe, we are also
judged by our own peers. We read
about them in the fourth and fifth
chapters of Revelation: “And round
about the throne were four and

twenty seats: and upon the seats I
saw four and twenty elders sitting,
clothed in white raiment; and they
had on their heads crowns of gold”
(Revelation 4:4).

Who are these elders? This ques-
tion is answered in the following
chapter: “And when he had taken
the book, the four beasts (living
creatures in the NIV) and four and
twenty elders fell down before the
Lamb, having every one of them
harps, and golden vials full of
odours, which are the prayers of
saints. And they sung a new song,
Thou art worthy to take the book,
and to open the seals thereof: for
thou was slain, and hast redeemed
us to God by thy blood out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people,
and nation” (Revelation 5:8, 9).
These are saints that have been re-
deemed from this earth and they are
present in heaven before the seals
were opened.

And where are these twenty-four
elders? “After this I looked, and, be-
hold, a door was opened in heaven”
(Revelation 4:1). Where in heaven is
this door that was opened? Looking
inside that open door John beheld
and saw that “a throne was set in
heaven, and one sat on the throne.
And he that sat was to look upon
like a jasper and a sardine stone:
and there was a rainbow round
about the throne, in sight like unto
an emerald” (Revelation 4:2, 3). This
Being, in verse 8, is declared to be
the “Lord God Almighty, which
was, and is, and is to come.”

We find that in heaven there
is a door. Therefore, some type of
building must be in existence. The
psalmist sheds a bit more light
on this matter: “The Lord is in his
holy temple, the Lord’s throne is in
heaven” (Psalm 11:4). Therefore, this
door that was opened wherein are
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the elders, must be that door that
opens into the heavenly temple or
sanctuary. Therefore, they minister
in our behalf together with Christ in
the heavenly temple.

But how did they get to heaven
when the resurrection of the righ-
teous is yet a future event? The Bible
is clear on this matter, too: “When he
ascended up on high, he led a mul-
titude of captives” (Ephesians 4:8,
mgn.) These must be they of whom
it is spoken of in Matthew 27:52, 53:
“and the graves were opened; and
many bodies of the saints which
slept arose, and came out of the
graves after his resurrection, and
went into the holy city, and appeared
unto many.”

Among this multitude of cap-
tives from every kindred and nation
that were led up into heaven were
the twenty-four elders. John saw
them up in heaven sitting on seats
(or as the Greek indicates, stately
seats or thrones). We find that their
thrones were placed around the
Father’s throne during the judg-
ment set forth in Daniel 7:9-11.
Thus, in the judgment in heaven, we
also have our peers present as the
judging jury, making sure that God
is just, as even He is being judged
(Romans 3:4).

THE TYPE OF SENTENCE
NEEDED

As in the earthly, so in the heav-
enly judgment—we are judged by
a law: “So speak ye, and so do, as
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they that shall be judged by the law
of liberty” (James 2:12). This law of
liberty is none other than the Ten
Commandments—for verse 11 gives
an example of it: “Do not commit
adultery,” and “Do not kill.” There-
fore, in this heavenly judgment, we
are to be judged by the Ten Com-
mandments law. This verse also
shows that even Christians are to
be judged by that law. So then, “we
must all appear before the judg-
ment seat of Christ; that every one
may receive the things done in his
body, according to that he hath
done, whether it be good or bad” (2
Corinthians 5:10).

In the grand jury investiga-
tion, what type of sentence do we
need in order to be found NOT
GUILTY? In many earthly courts
there is usually room for a plea
bargain; but in the heavenly, Jesus
said: “Be ye therefore perfect, even
as your Father which is in heaven
is perfect.” “Blessed are they that
do his commandments, that they
may have right to the tree of life,
and may enter in through the gates
into the city” (Matthew 5:48; Revela-
tion 22:14). In other words, we must
be sinless in order not to be con-
demned by the heavenly court!

That all may sound well, but
there is one big problem with that
idea: You and I are not sinless! “For
all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). “If
we say that we have not sinned, we
make him a liar, and his word is not
inus” (1 John 1:10).

So then, how can we, whom the
word of God condemns as sinners,
be found not guilty? Our only hope
lies in a precious Old Testament
verse found in Isaiah 43:25: “I,
even I, am he that blotteth out thy
transgressions for mine own sake,
and will not remember thy sins.”
Isn’t this a very precious thought?
You and I, with all the sins that we
have committed against our Lord
and King, can actually have our sins
blotted out of heaven’s record books
and out of the record books of the
mind so that we can be accounted
as not guilty —yes, sinless! And not
only so, but this verse tells us that
God will not even remember them
anymore! In reality, our only hope
of salvation lies in this blotting out
of sins!

THE TIME OF THE BLOTTING
OUT OF SINS

Soon after the Holy Spirit was
poured out upon the disciples, Peter
was speaking to the multitude gath-
ered, and he shed great light upon
the question as to when this blot-
ting out of sins would take place.
He said, “Repent ye therefore, and
be converted, that your sins may
be blotted out, when the times of
refreshing shall come from the pres-
ence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19).

We have often read this verse
and may not have noticed its impor-
tance. Peter told the eager listeners:
“Repent NOW! Be converted NOW!
So that your sins may be blotted
out.” When? The reading of this text
indicates that it was yet future for
them. Otherwise, he would have told
them to repent and be converted and
have their sins blotted out. But to the
contrary, he shares with them that
the time of the blotting out of sins
was still at some distant day in the
future—a day “when the times of
refreshing shall come from the pres-
ence of the Lord.”

Some have asked: “Isn’t blotting
out of sins the same as having them
forgiven?” Christ anticipated this
question, so He gave a parable to
clarify the matter:

“Therefore is the kingdom of
heaven likened unto a certain king,
which would take account of his
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servants.” The story in Matthew 18
goes on to show how one servant
owed the king ten thousand tal-
ents. After the servant pleaded for
mercy, “the lord of that servant was
moved with compassion, and loosed
him, and forgave him the debt”
(Matthew 18:27). This servant was
forgiven.

But, as we read the story further,
we see that it was not forgotten.
When that wicked servant did not
do likewise to one who owed him
considerably less, and he did not
forgive him, the record states that
“his lord was wroth, and delivered
him to the tormentors, till he should
pay all that was due unto him. So
likewise shall my heavenly Father
do also unto you, if ye from your
hearts forgive not every one his
brother their trespasses” (Matthew
18:34, 35).

In this example of what “the
kingdom of heaven” is likened unto,
we see that forgiveness is greatly
different from that of blotting out.
This is quite clear when we re-
member that the Lord, through the
prophet Isaiah, revealed that after
our sins are indeed blotted out,
they are to be remembered no more
by God Himself. If God does not
remember them, surely we will not
remember them either.

So then, the time of the blotting
out of sins was yet future in the
days of the apostles. But this work is
to be done before Jesus comes again.
Let us read Acts 3:19, 20 together
to see its importance: “Repent ye
therefore, and be converted, that
your sins may be blotted out, when
the times of refreshing shall come
from the presence of the Lord. And
he shall send Jesus Christ, which
before was preached unto you.”

The context in which this was
written clearly shows that this work
of blotting out of sins is to be done
before Jesus comes again. We further
understand that there is a special
work of reformation on earth among
God’s people that coincides with
the work to be completed in heaven
that must be accomplished before
He comes again. The following verse
reads: “Whom the heavens must re-
ceive until the time of restitution of
all things, which God hath spoken
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by the mouth of all his holy prophets
since the world began.”

We clearly see by these verses
that, while God is blotting out the
sins of His people from the books of
heaven, His faithful remnant here
on earth are blotting (or cleansing)
sin out of their lives in a perfect
work of restoration. This is why
Inspiration said: “Husbands, love
your wives, even as Christ also
loved the church, and gave himself
for it; That he might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water
by the word, that he might present
it to himself a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing; but that it should be
holy and without blemish” (Ephe-
sians 5:25-27).

BLOTTING OUT OF SINS
NEEDS AJUDGMENT

There is a judgment recorded
in prophecy. The prophet Daniel
describes: “I beheld till the thrones
were cast down, and the Ancient
of days did sit, whose garment
was white as snow, and the hair
of his head like the pure wool: his
throne was like the fiery flame,
and his wheels as burning fire. A
fiery stream issued and came forth
from before him: thousand thou-
sands ministered unto him, and ten
thousand times ten thousand stood
before him: the judgment was set,
and the books were opened” (Dan-
iel 7:9, 10).

The words “cast down” in the
original mean “to set” or “to place.”
The meaning “cast down” may
come from the fact that Asians have
neither chairs nor stools, but, in or-
der to receive persons of rank, they
“cast down” or “place” cushions
round the room for seats. So we can
understand that when the “judg-
ment was set,” these thrones were
erected for the judgment. We re-
member that the twenty-four elders
also have thrones. We can thank the
Lord that we have representatives
of the redeemed taking part in this
work of judgment.

For this judgment, we find that
“one like the Son of man came with
the clouds of heaven, and came
to the Ancient of days, and they

brought him near before him. And
there was given him dominion, and
glory, and a kingdom, that all peo-
ple, nations, and languages, should
serve him: his dominion is an
everlasting dominion, which shall
not pass away, and his kingdom
that which shall not be destroyed”
(Daniel 7:13, 14).

This coming of the Son of man to
the Ancient of days is not the second
coming of Christ to this earth, but
the coming of Christ to the heavenly
sanctuary into the presence of the
Father. We understand this because
the Father’s throne is not in this
earth but in His temple in heaven, as
we have already learned from Psalm
11:4.

These verses presented a judg-
ment which must be before Jesus
comes again to this earth, for we
read that after the judgment, He re-
ceived His dominion and glory and
a kingdom. In the Orient of Bible
days, when a prince went to accept
his kingdom, it was symbolized by a
marriage —a king was married to his
kingdom. And so the inspired writ-
er, speaking of the second coming
of Christ, uses this same illustration:
“Let our loins be girded about and
your lights burning; and ye your-
selves like unto men that wait for
the lord, when he will return from
the wedding: that when he cometh
and knocketh, they may open unto
him immediately” (Luke 12:35, 36).

This is further confirmed by the
fact that when Jesus comes again,
He will come as a King with a
kingdom, and not as a Lamb for the
slaughter. In Daniel 7, we read that
before Christ accepts that kingdom,
“the judgment was set, and the
books were opened” (Daniel 7:10).

MORE EVIDENCE

The apostle John shed a bit more
light on the reasoning for this pre-
coming judgment: “And the nations
were angry, and thy wrath is come,
and the time of the dead, that they
should be judged, and that thou
shouldest give reward unto the
servants the prophets, and to the
saints, and them that fear thy name,
small and great; and shouldest de-
stroy them which destroy the earth.
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And the temple of God was opened
in heaven, and there was seen in
his temple the ark of his testament”
(Revelation 11:18, 19).

According to these verses, the
dead are to be judged. For what pur-
pose are these dead to be judged? In
order to receive their reward —the
servants of God are here included.
But when do God’s servants receive
their reward?

The apostle Paul in his last let-
ter that was written before he was
executed for his faith looks forward
to the day in which he will receive
his reward. He says: “I have fought
a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith: hence-
forth there is laid up for me a crown
of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, shall give me
at that day: and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love his ap-
pearing” (2 Timothy 4:7, 8).

Which day was he speaking
of when he said, “at that day”? I
thank the Lord that He has already
answered most of our questions
before we even think or ask them. In
the last few verses of the Bible, Jesus
left us with a promise concerning
the day when we shall all, together
with that great apostle, receive
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our rewards: “And behold, I come
quickly; and my reward is with me,
to give every man according as his
work shall be” (Revelation 22:12).

When Christ comes to take His
own, according to these verses, they
would have already been judged
(this clearly agrees with the prophe-
cy in Daniel). This is why Christ can
justly give a reward to those who
serve Him. Who ever heard of a re-
ward being given first and then fol-
lows a judgment? This idea does not
make sense in these earthly things
and much less sense in the heavenly
things. Therefore the saints are to be
judged before the return of our Lord
and Saviour so that He can justly
give them their reward. The apostle
Peter must have been referring to
this judgment both in that state-
ment in Acts and also in 1 Peter 4:17,
“For the time is that judgment must
begin at the house of God: and if it
first begin at us, what shall the end
be of them that obey not the gospel
of God?”

INTHE HOLY OF HOLIES

Again, in the Revelation, we read
that there is a time for this judgment
to take place. But in order for it to
be started, the temple in heaven,
or the heavenly sanctuary, must
be opened —and it opened into the
Most Holy Place, for this is where
the ark of God is. In the ark we find
the “golden pot that had manna,
and Aaron’s rod that budded, and
the tables of the covenant” (He-
brews 9:4). We will not touch upon
the pot of manna nor the rod at this
time, but upon the tables of the cov-
enant. These tables were the law of
God, the Ten Commandments that
all of us are to be judged by (as we
have already learned earlier).

Now, these things that take
place in heaven have already been
typified here in the earthly tab-
ernacle which was “the example
and shadow of heavenly things”
(Hebrews 8:5).

So then, in the earthly tabernacle
service, when do we find this inves-
tigation and blotting out of the con-
fessed sins of God’s people taking
place? We read the following: “Also
on the tenth day of this seventh
month there shall be a day of atone-

ment” (Leviticus 23:27). Among the
things that were to take place on that
day was the cleansing of the people’s
sins in the most holy place before

the presence of the ark. “Then shall
he Kkill the goat of the sin offering,
that is for the people, and bring his
blood within the vail, and do with
that blood as he did with the blood
of the bullock, and sprinkle it upon
the mercy seat, and before the mercy
seat: and he shall make an atone-
ment for the holy place, because of
the uncleanness of the children of
Israel, and because of their transgres-
sions in all their sins: and so shall he
do for the tabernacle of the congre-
gation, that remaineth among them
in the midst of their uncleanness”
(Leviticus 16:15, 16).

What happened with their sins
on that day? “For on that day shall
the priest make an atonement for
you, to cleanse you, that ye may be
clean from all your sins before the
Lord” (Leviticus 16:30).

It is well to notice that during the
whole year, the sins of the people
were typically forgiven through
the priestly ministration in the holy
place. Now, on the day of atone-
ment, their sins that were forgiven
were typically cleansed or blotted
out. So, when Isaiah was telling
them that when the Lord will blot
out their sins and would remember
them no more, they could under-
stand his language if they kept the
day of atonement as more than a
mere ritual or ceremony.

And so it is in the heavenly
service, the time had come, in
Revelation 11:18 and Daniel 7:9, 10,
when the dead should be judged
or cleansed. Let us remember that
this takes place just before Jesus can
come to give them their reward.

Now is our opportunity to make
sure that all our sins are confessed
and forgiven before the final cleans-
ing so that when that day comes, we
will be completely pure and ready
for our heavenly kingdom. What is
even more solemn to think about is
that that generation who live during
the time of this Investigative Judg-
ment, will be alive when their cases
come up before that great Judge of
the universe.

Are we living in that time? 7’
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physical or supernatural forces and
influences. The source is actually
the powers of darkness, but since
the information provided is often
uncannily accurate, it might impress
those eager to pull aside the curtain
of the future, so they often clamor
for more—and the path gets darker.

The economically-challenged
year 2020 brought a booming
$2,020,000,000 to entrepreneurs in the
astrology business. But let’s face real-
ity: The notion that your day will go a
certain way based on the alignment of
inanimate stars at the time you were
born really is a hoax. It certainly is a
ploy for the desperate.

The biblical book of Daniel has
six references to the embarrassing
futility of astrological prediction,
and in Isaiah 47:12-14, the God of
heaven gives a plain message of
warning with regard to the final
outcome of its practitioners: “Stand
now with thine enchantments, and
with the multitude of thy sorceries,
wherein thou hast laboured from
thy youth; if so be thou shalt be
able to profit, if so be thou mayest
prevail. Thou art wearied in the
multitude of thy counsels. Let now
the astrologers, the stargazers, the
monthly prognosticators, stand up,
and save thee from these things that
shall come upon thee. Behold, they
shall be as stubble; the fire shall
burn them; they shall not deliver
themselves from the power of the
flame.”

Some famous psychics in recent
years have even attributed their
powers to God. But how serious are
they about that? Talk is cheap. Yet
none—that is, not a single one—has
been able to produce a 100% success
rate. That makes them liars. Do you
really want to listen to liars? What
sobering message does a perfect
God warn us about their ultimate
outcome?

“The fearful, and unbelieving,
and the abominable, and murderers,
and whoremongers, and sorcerers,
and idolaters, and all liars, shall
have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone:
which is the second death” (Revela-
tion 21:8).

Wizardry is often thought of a
positive thing today, and the myth

24

has been perpetuated that there
are good witches as well as bad.
Others who typically claim to have
the extrasensory psychic gift also
include clairvoyants, mediums,
clairaudients, palmists, crystal gaz-
ers, telepathists, and more. But the
warning echoes down to all:

“Regard not them that have
familiar spirits, neither seek after
wizards, to be defiled by them: I
am the Lord your God” (Leviticus
19:31).

“There shall not be found among
you any one . . . that useth divina-
tion [fortune teller], or an observer
of times [astrologer], or an en-
chanter [magician], or a witch, or a
charmer, or a consulter with familiar
spirits, or a wizard, or a necroman-
cer [one who claims to communicate
with the dead]. For all that do these
things are an abomination unto the
Lord” (Deuteronomy 18:10-12).

Sometimes such practices are
cloaked in modern terms such as
“channeling,” but there is no new
thing under the sun, and the Lord
is not fooled by it; He sees it all and
calls it an abomination.

PROPHECY JUST BEFORE
CHRIST’S RETURN

What should we think if the one
predicting the future is not a psychic,
a witch, or a sorcerer blatantly in
contact with the powers of evil? Such
a person might instead be referred
to as a prophet. After all, that word
perhaps sounds more palatable and
politically correct to the Judeo-Chris-
tian ear.

In fact, one of the signs of the
true people of God just before the
return of Christ relates to the is-
sue of prophecy. As the enemy of
souls knows that his time is short,
he makes war with the remnant of
Bible-believing Christians “which
keep the commandments of God,
and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ” (Revelation 12:17). What is
the testimony of Jesus Christ? The
Bible itself responds: “The testimony
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy”
(Revelation 19:10).

So, the faithful remnant will have
genuine prophecy as a characteristic
in their midst.

BUT ARE ALL PROPHETS

REAL?

A serious warning given by Jesus
resonates powerfully to us today,
reminiscent of when His disciples
privately asked, “What shall be the
sign of thy coming, and of the end
of the world? And Jesus answered
and said unto them, Take heed that
no man deceive you. For many shall
come in my name, saying, I am
Christ; and shall deceive many. . . .
And many false prophets shall rise,
and shall deceive many” (Matthew
24:3-5, 11).

HOW CAN WE IDENTIFY A
FALSE PROPHET?

“If there arise among you a
prophet, or a dreamer of dreams,
and giveth thee a sign or a wonder,
and the sign or the wonder come
to pass, whereof he spake unto
thee, saying, Let us go after other
gods, which thou hast not known,
and let us serve them; thou shalt
not hearken unto the words of that
prophet, or that dreamer of dreams:
for the Lord your God proveth you,
to know whether ye love the Lord
your God with all your heart and
with all your soul. Ye shall walk af-
ter the Lord your God, and fear him,
and keep his commandments and
obey his voice, and ye shall serve
him, and cleave unto him” (Deuter-
onomy 13:1-3).

One might assume the above
is only referring to those who do
not profess to follow God. But is it
possible to be claiming to follow the
Lord and speak words of prophecy
in His name while denying Him in
heart? Sadly, yes, this does occur. Je-
sus tells it straight: “Many will say to
me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we
not prophesied in thy name? and in
thy name have cast out devils? And
in thy name done many wonderful
works? And then will I profess unto
them, I never knew you: depart from
me, ye that work iniquity” (Matthew
7:22,23).

“And if thou say in thine heart,
How shall we know the word which
the Lord hath not spoken? When
a prophet speaketh in the name of
the Lord, if the thing follow not,
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nor come to pass, that is the thing
which the Lord hath not spoken,
but the prophet hath spoken it
presumptuously: thou shalt not be
afraid of him” (Deuteronomy 18:21,
22). [Emphasis added.]

That means 100% success rate is
necessary. Anything less is not an
option, period!

False prophets are clearly on
the rise—and their track record is
not only flawed, in reality they do
not fulfill the characteristics of true
prophecy in other necessary require-
ments as well.

WHAT ARE SOME MORAL
CHARACTERISTICS OF TRUE

PROPHETS?

Trustworthy, reliable prophets
cannot violate Bible principles nor
act in contradiction to the bibli-
cal norms for a true prophet, for
example:

1. To bear an honest and accurate
message. Jeremiah 28:8, 9.

2. To recognize the incarnation of
Jesus Christ. 1 John 4:1-3.

3. To prophesy in the name of the
Lord, not in one’s own name, and
to reflect Christian virtues. Mat-
thew 7:16-20; 2 Peter 1:21.

4. To not issue private interpreta-
tions. 2 Peter 1:20.

5. To harmonize completely with
preceding prophets. Isaiah 8:20.

6. To be courageous to point out the
sins and transgressions that have
been committed against God.
Isaiah 58:1.

7. To warn the people of God’s im-
pending judgment. Isaiah 24:20,
21; Revelation 14:7.

8. To edify the church to a higher
consecration to God and to sup-
port and strengthen biblical doc-
trines and precepts. 1 Corinthians
14:3, 4.
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PHYSICAL TESTS DURING

AN ACTUAL VISION WHEN
GIVEN WHILE AWAKE.

9. The normal breath of the prophet
is taken away, but life is none-
theless sustained by miraculous
divine intervention. Daniel 10:17.

10. The prophet’s eyes remain open
(not blinking). Numbers 24:4,
16; Acts 22:17, 18.

The names of modern-day false
prophets are too numerous even to
mention. Despite what they may
profess to be, their fruits of charac-
ter are inconsistent, their philoso-
phies unbiblical, their predictions
of fail —and regardless of what
they may claim, at least a part-time
occult connection can typically be
traced to their work.

AN AMAZING EXCEPTION IN
MODERN DAYS

We have been warned against
false prophets for a reason: The bib-
lical standard as shown above is in-
deed high—but if true prophets did
not exist, the archdeceiver would
not bother to make counterfeits.
This fact in itself reminds us that the
genuine does indeed exist!

The God of heaven assures us:

“I will pour out my spirit upon

all flesh; and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, your

old men shall dream dreams, your
young men shall see visions: and
also upon the servants and upon the
handmaids in those days will I pour
out my spirit” (Joel 2:28, 29).

Let us consider for a moment
the case of Ellen Gould White (née
Harmon), a humble Christian who
lived from 1827-1915. The remark-
able gift that was bestowed upon
this individual beginning at age of
17 was nothing short of extraordi-
nary. During a period of more than
70 years, she received:

I.  Visions given in public before
witnesses, accompanied by
marked physical phenomena.

II. Visions given during periods of
prayer or writing unaccompa-

nied by physical phenomena.

III. Visions given at night during
the hours of sleep, often referred
to as prophetic dreams.

FIRSTHAND WITNESSES OF
THE VISIONS

James White testifies:

“1. She is utterly unconscious
of everything transpiring around
her, as has been proved by the most
rigid tests, but views herself as
removed from this world, and in the
presence of heavenly beings.

“2. She does not breathe. During
the entire period of her continuance
in vision, which has at different
times ranged from fifteen minutes
to three hours, there is no breath,
as has been repeatedly proved by
pressing upon the chest, and by
closing the mouth and nostrils.

“3. Immediately on enter-
ing vision, her muscles become
rigid, and joints fixed, so far as any
external force can influence them.
At the same time her movements
and gestures, which are frequent,
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The legacy of Ellen G. White as a human being s extraordinary. Sne penned over :
50,000 pages of manuscript {including more than 5,000 periodical articles and 40
D00kS) t0 Decome the most translated woman writer in the entire history of litera-

[ure, and the most translated American of either gender.

are free and graceful, and cannot
be hindered nor controlled by the
strongest person.

“4. On coming out of vision,
whether in the day-time or a well-
lighted room at night, all is total
darkness. Her power to distinguish
even the most brilliant objects, held
within a few inches of the eyes,
returns but gradually, sometimes
not being fully established for three
hours. This has continued for the
past twenty years; yet her eyesight
is not in the least impaired, few
persons having better than she now
possesses.

“She has probably had, during
the past twenty-three years, be-
tween one and two hundred visions.
These have been given under almost
every variety of circumstance, yet
maintaining a wonderful similarity;
the most apparent change being,
that of late years they have grown
less frequent, but more comprehen-
sive. She has been taken off in vision
most frequently when bowed in
prayer. Several times, while ear-
nestly addressing the congregation,
unexpectedly to herself and to all
around her, she has been instantly
prostrated in vision. This was the
case June 12, 1868, in the pres-
ence of not less than two hundred
Sabbath-keepers, in the house of
worship, in Battle Creek, Mich. On
receiving baptism at my hands, at
an early period of her experience, as
I raised her up out of the water, im-
mediately she was in vision. Several
times, when prostrated by sickness,
she has been relieved in answer to
the prayer of faith, and taken off in
vision. At such times her restoration
to usual health has been wonder-
ful. At another time, when walking
with friends, in conversation upon
the glories of the kingdom of God,
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as she was passing through the gate
before her father’s house, the Spirit

of God came upon her, and she was
instantly taken off in vision.”!

“Every test which can be brought
to bear upon such manifestations,
proves these genuine. The evidence
which supports them, internal and
external, is conclusive. They agree
with the word of God, and with
themselves. They are given, unless
those best qualified to judge are
invariably deceived, when the Spirit
of God is especially present. They
are free from the disgusting contor-
tions and grimaces which attend the
counterfeit manifestations of Spiritu-
alism. Calm, dignified, impressive,
they commend themselves to every
beholder, as the very opposite of
that which is false or fanatical. The
instrument is herself above jugglery
or deceit.

“The influence is not mesmeric;
for this people, reprobating the use
of that agency, studiously refuse to
learn the principles of its applica-
tion, or to have aught to do with its
practical workings; besides, the hal-
lucinations of a mesmerized subject
embrace only such facts and scenes
as previously exist in the mind of
the mesmerizing power; but the
visions take cognizance of persons
and things, and bring to light facts
known, not only by no person pres-
ent, but not even by the one through
whom the visions are given.

“They are not the effect of
disease; for no disease has ever yet
been known to have the effect of
repeatedly suspending the functions
of the lungs, muscles, and every
bodily sense, from fifteen to one
hundred and eighty minutes, while
in obedience to some influence

which evidently has supreme pos-
session of the mind, and in obedi-
ence to that alone, the eyes would
see, the lips speak, and the limbs
move.”?

These visions occurred both in
the presence of witnesses and also in
solitude. “What may be important
to those who think the visions the
result of mesmerism [i.e., hypnotism
induced by another person], she has
a number of times been taken off in
vision, when in prayer alone in the
grove or in the closet.”?

“Their fruit is such as to show
that the source from which they
spring is the opposite of evil.

“1. They tend to the purest mo-
rality. They discountenance every
vice, and exhort to the practice of
every virtue. They point out the per-
ils through which we are to pass to
the kingdom. They reveal the devic-
es of Satan. They warn us against his
snares. They have nipped in the bud
scheme after scheme of fanaticism
which the enemy has tried to foist
into our midst. They have exposed
hidden iniquity, brought to light
concealed wrongs, and laid bare the
evil motives of the false-hearted.
They have warded off dangers from
the cause of truth upon every hand.
They have aroused and re-aroused
us to greater consecration to God,
move zealous efforts for holiness of
heart, and greater diligence in the
cause and service of our Master.

“2. They lead us to Christ. Like
the Bible, they set him forth as the
only hope and only Saviour of
mankind. They portray before us in
living characters his holy life and
his godly example, and with irresist-
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ible appeals they urge us to follow
in his steps.

“3. They lead us to the Bible. They
set forth that book as the inspired
and unalterable word of God. They
exhort us to take that word as the
man of our counsel, and the rule of
our faith and practice. And with a
compelling power, they entreat us to
study long and diligently its pages,
and become familiar with its teach-
ing, for it is to judge us in the last
day.

“4. They have brought comfort
and consolation to many hearts.
They have strengthened the weak,
encouraged the feeble, raised up the
despondent. They have brought or-
der out of confusion, made crooked
places straight, and thrown light on
what was dark and obscure. And no
person, with an unprejudiced mind,
can read their stirring appeals for a
pure and lofty morality, their exalta-
tion of God and the Saviour, their
denunciations of every evil, and
their exhortations to everything that
is holy and of good report, without
being compelled to say, ‘“These are
not the words of him that hath a
devil’

“Negatively, they have never
been known to counsel evil or devise
wickedness. No instance can be
found in which they have lowered
the standard of morality. No one of
their adherents has ever been led by
them into paths of transgression and
sin. They do not lead men to serve
God less faithfully or to love him less
fervently. They do not lead to any
of the works of the flesh nor make
less devoted and faithful Christians
of those who believe them. In not a
single instance can any of the charges
here mentioned be sustained against
them; and, concerning them, we may
emphatically ask the question which
Pilate put to the Jews in reference to
the Saviour, ‘Why, what evil hath he
done?”

The legacy of Ellen G. White as a
human being is extraordinary. She
penned over 50,000 pages of manu-
script (including more than 5,000
periodical articles and 40 books) to
become the most translated woman
writer in the entire history of litera-
ture, and the most translated Ameri-
can of either gender. Her writings
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cover a broad range of topics, includ-
ing religion, health and temperance,
education, social relations, history,
prophecy, and more. Although small
in stature, her effectiveness as a
speaker and her ability to project to
audiences (of as many as 20,000) was
remarkable. In 1875 it was reported
that the sound of Ellen White’s voice
carried without amplification a mile
away.

Some of the best appreciated
insights of Ellen G. White are in the
field of health. Living as she did
during a time when tobacco was
considered to be good for health,
as early as 1864, she warned about
the dangers of its use, as well as of
the liquor habit and its permanently
damaging effects on the brain. Her
understanding of the tremendous
effects of prenatal influences on the
unborn was nearly a century ahead
of its time, as were her explanations
of the most common causes of can-
cer and heart disease.

In the realm of prophecy, there is
no question that the events foretold
by her pen are indeed unfolding
before our very eyes, besides those
already fulfilled.

The very best way to appreciate
Ellen G. White is to read her writ-
ings without prejudice or bias. The
inspired words speak for them-
selves. Many who profess Christi-
anity today seem to be alarmingly
quick to label as inspired “prophets”
various individuals having a mere
fraction of the vital qualifications
that Ellen G. White richly possessed.

Most who knew Ellen G. White
remember her as a little old woman
with white hair who always spoke
so lovingly of Jesus. Evangelism and
charity were deeply ingrained in her
heart. She was well-loved and well-
respected as a genuine Christian, a
conscientious citizen, and a devoted
wife and mother. The world is a
far better, more hopeful, and more
enlightened place for having had
her presence in it. Do not hesitate
to peruse prayerfully her writings!
There is no question that your life
will be richer forit. @4"
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By D. Sureshkumar [4dapted.]

A couple visiting in Asia saw
a father and his son working in a
paddy field. The old man guided
the heavy plow as the boy helped
to pull it. “I guess they must be
very poor,” the man said to the
missionary, who was the couple’s
guide and translator. “Yes,” replied
the missionary. “When the church
was built, they were eager to give
something to it, but they had no
money. So, they sold their ox and
gave the money to the church. This
spring they are pulling the plow
themselves.” After a long silence,
the woman said, “That was a real
sacrifice.” The missionary respon-
ded, “They do not call it a sacrifice.
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They are just thankful that they had
an ox to sell. Giving to God is not
sacrifice. It is duty.”

There is a saying in India, “If
you give what you do not need,
it isn’t giving.” There is another
saying in China, “A bone to the dog
is not charity. Charity is the bone
shared with the dog, when you are
just as hungry as the dog.” These
sayings spell out the practical reli-
gion which Christ taught in His life
and teachings.

Christ commissions us to reach
the people and then teach them the
love of God. “Christ’s method alone
will give true success in reaching
the people. The Saviour mingled

with men as one who desired their
good. He showed His sympathy for
them, ministered to their needs, and
won their confidence. Then He bade
them, ‘Follow Me.” !

What was Christ’s method? He
met the needs of the people and
then they followed Him.

Matthew 20 describes the blind
men. What did they need? They
needed to see! Before they could see
spiritually, they needed to get past
their physical need. Jesus didn’t
tell them to “ignore it.” If He had,
they would have forgotten about
Jesus and spent the rest of their lives
accepting pity. We may not have the
kind of faith that can heal a blind
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God accepts those who crucify Self, and makes them vessels unto nonor.
They are in His hands as clay in the hands of the potter, and He works Hig will
{hrough them. Such men and women receive spiritual power.

man, but we surely can be of greater
service than just to offer pity.
Problems and illnesses come as
a result of sin—the transgression of
God’s moral law of Ten Command-
ments. But like the friends of Job,
when beholding the flaws and
predicaments of others, we do not
always view matters in a proper
light.

WHAT ABOUT THE SIN PROB-
LEM? IS IT EVERYONE ELSE’S
FAULT?

When we think about the great
issues relating to right and wrong,
often the first things that come to
mind are the wrong things that
others do—their glaring defects
which annoy or even hurt us. Yes,
they may be wrong things, for whi-
ch those persons will need to give
account to God. But the Master of
all the universe—the Author of right
and wrong—tells us, “Say not thou,
I will recompense evil; but wait on
the Lord, and he shall save thee”
(Proverbs 20:22). “Grudge not one
against another, brethren, lest ye be
condemned: behold, the judge stan-
deth before the door” (James 5:9).
So that Supreme Judge of others is
also the judge of each one of us, too.
How we treat the faults of others
will affect how we ourselves will be
treated by our Master.

“Therefore is the kingdom of
heaven likened unto a certain king,
which would take account of his
servants. And when he had begun
to reckon, one was brought unto
him, which owed him ten thousand
talents. But forasmuch as he had not
to pay, his lord commanded him to
be sold, and his wife, and children,
and all that he had, and payment
to be made. The servant therefore
fell down, and worshipped him,
saying, Lord, have patience with
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me, and [ will pay thee all. Then the
lord of that servant was moved with
compassion, and loosed him, and
forgave him the debt. But the same
servant went out, and found one

of his fellowservants, which owed
him an hundred pence: and he laid
hands on him, and took him by the
throat, saying, Pay me that thou
owest. And his fellowservant fell
down at his feet, and besought him,
saying, Have patience with me, and
I will pay thee all. And he would
not: but went and cast him into pri-
son, till he should pay the debt. So
when his fellowservants saw what
was done, they were very sorry, and
came and told unto their lord all
that was done. Then his lord, after
that he had called him, said unto
him, O thou wicked servant, I for-
gave thee all that debt, because thou
desiredst me: Shouldest not thou
also have had compassion on thy
fellowservant, even as I had pity on
thee? And his lord was wroth, and
delivered him to the tormentors, till
he should pay all that was due unto
him. So likewise shall my heavenly
Father do also unto you, if ye from
your hearts forgive not every one
his brother their trespasses” (Mat-
thew 18:23-35).

What clear message do we learn
from this parable?

“He who is unforgiving cuts off
the very channel through which alo-
ne he can receive mercy from God.
We should not think that unless tho-
se who have injured us confess the
wrong we are justified in withhol-
ding from them our forgiveness. It is
their part, no doubt, to humble their
hearts by repentance and confes-
sion; but we are to have a spirit of
compassion toward those who have
trespassed against us, whether or
not they confess their faults.

“Nothing can justify an unfor-
giving spirit. He who is unmerciful

toward others shows that he himself
is not a partaker of God’s pardoning
grace. In God’s forgiveness the heart
of the erring one is drawn close to
the great heart of Infinite Love. The
tide of divine compassion flows into
the sinner’s soul, and from him to
the souls of others. . . .

“We are not forgiven because
we forgive, but as we forgive. The
ground of all forgiveness is found in
the unmerited love of God, but by
our attitude toward others we show
whether we have made that love our
own. Wherefore Christ says, “With
what judgment ye judge, ye shall be
judged.”

BUT WHAT IF THEIR SIN IS
GREAT?

Great it may be—or so it may
just seem to be. Jesus asks a pointed
question, “Why beholdest thou the
mote that is in thy brother’s eye,
but considerest not the beam that
is in thine own eye? Or how wilt
thou say to thy brother, Let me pull
out the mote out of thine eye; and,
behold, a beam is in thine own eye?
Thou hypocrite, first cast out the
beam out of thine own eye; and then
shalt thou see clearly to cast out the
mote out of thy brother’s eye” (Mat-
thew 7:3-5).

The apostle explains the challen-
ge involved in correcting the wron-
gs of others: “Brethren, if a man be
overtaken in a fault, ye which are
spiritual, restore such an one in
the spirit of meekness; considering
thyself, lest thou also be tempted”
(Galatians 6:1).

If the Spirit of Christ dwells in
our hearts, we will not be busily
looking for things to condemn in
others. Rather our aim will be to
help, bless, and save them. When
it is necessary to deal with wrong,
we are to consider ourselves, lest
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we also be tempted. We will recall
the many times we, too, have made
numerous mistakes in life and
remember how hard it was to find
our way back. In such a light, our
compassion for our brother will
know no bounds.

“God does not regard all sins
as of equal magnitude; there are
degrees of guilt in His estimation, as
well as in that of man; but however
trifling this or that wrong act may
seem in the eyes of men, no sin is
small in the sight of God. Man’s
judgment is partial, imperfect; but
God estimates all things as they
really are. The drunkard is despised
and is told that his sin will exclu-
de him from heaven; while pride,
selfishness, and covetousness too
often go unrebuked. But these are
sins that are especially offensive to
God; for they are contrary to the
benevolence of His character, to
that unselfish love which is the very
atmosphere of the unfallen univer-
se. He who falls into some of the
grosser sins may feel a sense of his
shame and poverty and his need of
the grace of Christ; but pride feels
no need, and so it closes the heart
against Christ and the infinite bles-
sings He came to give.”?

But as we often look upon the
cross of Calvary, remembering that
it is our own sins that placed Jesus
there, we will never try to estimate
the degree of our guilt in compari-
son with that of others. We will not
climb up on stilts of self-righteous-
ness to accuse another. There is no
spirit of criticism or self-exaltation
in those who walk in the shadow of
Calvary’s cross.

The heart of Jesus overflows with
tender pity for those who fall prey to
temptation. It is not our mission to
speak harsh, cutting words that dri-
ve the erring soul further from His
saving grace—but rather to conduct
a heartfelt mission of tender, earnest
appeal for reconciliation to God.

CARING FOR REAL NEEDS

John chapter 8 portrays a
woman caught in adultery. She
needed protection, acceptance, and
forgiveness. Jesus could not show
her a better way until He had won
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her confidence and love. God did
not call us to be policemen but
rather to be His instruments who
love all for whom His precious
blood was shed —to be those who
hate the sin but love the sinner. Yes,
there is a time to call sin by its right
name, but only after the sinner can
sense the drawing power of genui-
ne unconditional love!

John chapter 3 illustrates this in
Nicodemus’ meeting with Jesus.
What did this proud Pharisee need?
A spiritual counselor, someone
who could speak to his heart, with
a poignant appeal to be born again.
Through love, Jesus gently opened
the mind and heart of this sincere
seeker after truth, and He gained a
follower.

Luke chapter 6 depicts a group
of Pharisees. They needed to have
an honest glimpse into their own
motivations for harboring a hei-
nous “holier-than-thou” attitude.
Jesus showed them this reality by
being a help to the man with the
withered hand. The group ultima-
tely made the choice of pride to
not follow Jesus. Likewise, many
today, when their authority or pet
beliefs are challenged, they choose
rather to follow pride than Jesus.
How sad it is!

Mark chapter 6 recounts the
feeding of the 5,000. What did
these people need? It depends upon
when the question is asked. First,
they needed to hear the teachings
of Jesus. That is why they were
there. But as the day progressed,
their needs changed. Their need for
teaching changed to their need for
eating. Jesus met this need so that
He could once again meet their need
for teaching. People’s needs change.
We continually need to meet those
needs and continually draw them to
Jesus.

Jesus taught His disciples this
very thing. “And into whatsoever
city ye enter . . . heal the sick that
are therein, and say unto them, The
kingdom of God is come nigh unto
you” (Luke 10:8, 9).

See what the Lord is saying
here: “Heal first, and then tell about
God.” Meet their needs and then
share with them the answer to their
greater need.

WHAT ABOUT WHEN FACING
THE REALITY OF MY OWN

SINS?

All are bidden to be perfect (Mat-
thew 5:48) —and once we finally stop
focusing on the defects of others,
we are reminded of our own flaws.
Thankfully, the merciful God of hea-
ven declares, “Come now, and let us
reason together, saith the Lord: thou-
gh your sins be as scarlet, they shall
be as white as snow; though they
be red like crimson, they shall be as
wool. If ye be willing and obedient,
ye shall eat the good of the land:

But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall
be devoured with the sword: for the
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it”
(Isaiah 1:18-20).

The investigative judgment is
something for which we can be
thankful. Just imagine how it would
be if the government of the universe
had no justice!l What a frustrating
idea. The fact that our God knows
us so well—knows even our thou-
ghts and the motives that prompt
our actions—reveals how much He
cares, and how ready He is to meet
our needs, just as He bids us meet
the needs of others. We are not or-
phans! We have a Father in heaven
who graciously provides for us.

“When Satan comes to tell you
that you are a great sinner, look up
to your Redeemer and talk of His
merits. That which will help you is
to look to His light. Acknowledge
your sin, but tell the enemy that
‘Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners’ and that you may be
saved by His matchless love.”*

SURRENDERING ALL AT THE
FOOT OF THE CROSS

“In words of great tenderness,
Christ invites us, ‘Come unto Me, all
ye that labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest.” When you
respond to this invitation, when you
learn what it means to find rest by
lifting the cross and bearing it after
the Lord, you will be true witnesses
for Him. But until this lesson is lear-
ned, self will appear, and Jesus will
be kept in the background.

“Come to Christ, and His gentle-
ness and love will break down the
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harsh, cold selfishness that prevents
you from revealing Him to the
world. Your hasty temper will be
subdued, your pride expelled. Jesus
will fill your heart with His gentle-
ness, His patience, His love. Then
you can lift Him up before sinners.
Working for Him, you will lose all
thought of self. For His dear sake
you will be willing to endure shame
and reproach.

“The Lord says, ‘Only acknow-
ledge thine iniquity, that thou hast
transgressed against the Lord thy
God.” “Then will I sprinkle clean wa-
ter upon you, and ye shall be clean;
from all your filthiness, and from all
your idols, will I cleanse you.’

“We must have a knowledge of
ourselves, a knowledge that results
in contrition, before we can find
pardon and peace. It is only he who
knows himself to be a sinner that
Christ can save. We must know our
true condition, or we shall not feel
our need of Christ’s help. We must
understand our danger, or we shall
not flee to the refuge. We must feel
the pain of our wounds, or we shall
not desire healing.

“Are you willing to cast down
the idols you have cherished? Are
you willing to let Jesus enter the
heart to cleanse it from all that
defiles? Are you at all times and
under all circumstances, obtaining
the mastery over yourself? Can you
say, ‘For me to live is Christ,” I am
His? Whatever I have, of time, or

strength, or influence, all is His?
Are you representing Him by your
forbearance, your patience, your
unselfishness? Are you learning to
be like Him?

“God’s word to us is, ‘Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfect.” He calls
upon every one to crucify self. Those
who respond grow strong in Him.
They learn daily from Christ, and the
more they learn, the greater is their
desire to build up God’s kingdom by
helping their fellowmen. The more
enlightenment they have, the greater
is their desire to enlighten others. The
more they talk with God, the less they
live to themselves. The greater their
privileges, opportunities, and facilities
for Christian work, the greater is the
obligation they feel to work for others.

“Human nature is ever struggling
for expression. He who is made com-
plete in Christ must first be emptied
of pride, of self-sufficiency. Then
there is silence in the soul, and God’s
voice can be heard. Then the Spirit
can find unobstructed entrance. Let
God work in and through you. Then
with Paul you can say, ‘I live; yet not
I but Christ liveth in me.” But until
self is laid on the altar, until we let
the Holy Spirit mould and fashion
us according to the divine similitude,
we can not reach God'’s ideal for us.

“Christ said, ‘I am come that
they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly.’
This life is what we must have in or-
der to work
for Christ,

and we must
have it ‘more
abundantly.
God will
breathe this
life into every
soul that dies
to self. But
entire self-
renunciation
is required.
Unless this
takes place,
we carry with
us that which
destroys our
happiness
and useful-
ness.
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“The Lord needs men and wo-
men who carry with them into the
daily life the light of a godly exam-
ple, men and women whose words
and actions show that Christ is abi-
ding in the heart, teaching, leading,
and guiding. He needs men and
women of prayer, who, by wrestling
alone with God, obtain the victory
over self, and then go forth to im-
part to others that which they have
received from the Source of power.
God accepts those who crucify self,
and makes them vessels unto honor.
They are in His hands as clay in the
hands of the potter, and He works
His will through them. Such men
and women receive spiritual power.
Christ lives in them, and the power
of His Spirit attends their efforts.
They realize that they are to live in
this world the life that Jesus lived
—a life free from all selfishness; and
He enables them to bear witness for
Him that draws souls to the cross of
Calvary.””

Remember the words of Martin
Luther, “I have tried to keep things
in my hands and lost them all, but
what I have given into God’s hands
I still possess.”

Do your giving while you're
living so you know where it’s going.
God judges what we give by what
we keep.

“It’s not what you do with the million,
If riches should be at your lot.
But what are you doing at present
With the dollar and cents that you got?”

Practical Christianity is what
the world needs. “Practical Chris-
tianity is the revealing in word and
action of the will of God.”® When
people know that we are genuine,
when they know that we truly care,
when we meet their needs, only
then can we invite them to Jesus.
In order to know those needs, we
must know those people. When
God’s work is done in God’s way
for God’s glory, it will never lack
God’s supply. @A
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MOVING? Please let us know.

One night, the king of Babylon had a dream. When he woke up, he was upset, since he knew the dream was about some-
thing big. But there was one problem. He could not remember what the dream was about! It was his own dream in his own
sleep, so for sure, he was the only one who would know about it. Now he was unhappy. How was he going to find out the
answer if he forgot the dream?

So, the king called magicians, astrologers, sorcerers, and some who had been to a lot of schooling in Babylon. These were
the people the king trusted to help him answer his question. He hoped they could tell him what the dream meant—but also
what the dream even was!

But there was something wrong with these people. They had super powers above what most humans had —but that

power did not come from God —it came from Satan. And God
did not let Satan fool the king.

The king got very angry that no one could help him, so he

was about to kill all the wise men—including some who were
ood.

s Why did this happen? God wanted the king to meet Daniel,

a man of faith. The Lord gave Daniel the secret answer. How

can a man tell the meaning of what someone else dreamed if the

person forgot what they even dreamed? That’s impossible!

But “the things which are impossible with men are possible
with God” (Luke 18:27).

The Lord gave special wisdom to Daniel to tell the king not
only what the dream meant—but even what the dream was!
That’s amazing! When Daniel told the story to the king, the
king got very excited. Yes! That was it! That was his dream! And
when Daniel told him what it meant, it all made sense.

What was the dream about? God told Daniel that the dream
was about four big, powerful kingdoms that would be in the
world —Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. Over many
years, sure enough, that’s exactly what happened. God knows
the whole story of the world from beginning to end; He can
tell the future. And He is willing to tell us about it! “Surely the
Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his
servants the prophets” (Amos 3:7). “The secret things belong
unto the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed
belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all
the words of this law” (Deuteronomy 29:29).

The best part of the king’s dream was about how Jesus
would come to earth and set up a new kingdom that would re-
place them all. The kingdom of Christ will be a happy kingdom
where there will be no more mean people to hurt others. There
will be no more crying and pain. No more fighting or killing.
The animals will be kind and friendly. People won't steal from
each other or tell lies. Everyone will be nice and free to do good,
to build their own house, plant their own garden, and explore
the beauty of God’s creation all around the whole universe.

So, when you hear about the kingdom of God, be glad! Yes,
it is a real kingdom —the best ever to exist! God is the only One
who knows the future and He is the only One who can prepare
us for it. Trust in Jesus and ask for His help to make you ready.

And He will help with whatever you need, just like he did to
Daniel. —BHM.



